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p5 p7 p9Graft in Central scheme
implementation alleged

All NE states now have
COVID-19 testing labs

States’ borrowing limit
raised to 5% of GSDP

Nationwide lockdown
extended till May 31

l States to identify Red, Orange and Green zones l All domestic,
international air travels remain prohibited l Schools, colleges to
remain closed l Malls, gyms, cinema halls, hotels to remain shut
l Inter-state movement of buses, passenger vehicles with mutual

consent of the involved states

Rail service
NEW DELHI, May 17:

The Railways on Sunday
said only Shramik
Specials, other special
trains, and parcel and
freight services will
operate during the fourth
phase of lockdown,
beginning on May 18.
The national transporter
said the Lockdown 3.0
guidelines will be in force
in rail operations. – PTI

Police firing
KAZIRANGA, May 17:

Police resorted to
lathicharge and blank firing
to control an unruly mob at
Nepalikhuti area of Rajabari
under the Bokakhat PS
this evening. A lady
constable was injured in
stone pelting by the mob.
Earlier, one other person
was injured in a separate
incident that subsequently
led to the mob attack. –
Correspondent

J&K gunfight
JAMMU, May 17: A top

Hizbul Mujahideen
commander wanted in the
killing of an RSS leader
and his PSO was killed in
a gunfight with security
forces in Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday, officials said. An
Army personnel was also
killed the five hour-long
encounter. – PTI

Encounter
GADCHIROLI, May 17:

Two police personnel
were killed and three
others injured in an
encounter with Naxals in
Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli
district on Sunday, an
official said. The
exchange of fire took
place in Poyarkoti-
Koparshi forest area
between 6 am and 6:30
am. – PTI

Cyclone
KOLKATA, May 17:

Cyclone Amphan
gathered strength and
intensified into a severe
cyclonic storm over the
Bay of Bengal on Sunday,
raising the likelihood of
heavy rainfall coupled
with high-velocity wind
in coastal districts of
Odisha and West Bengal,
officials said. – PTI

You better stay indoors, if

you keep forgetting to put

on mask and helmet.

JOCOSERIOUS

SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, May 17:
The nationwide lockdown
has been extended for two
more weeks, till May 31,
though no fresh restric-
tions have been imposed.
However, some relaxa-
tions have been permitted.

All domestic and interna-

tional air travels continue to

remain banned, though med-

ical and security related do-

mestic flights will be allowed

with the permission of the

Ministry of Home Affairs.

However, in  a major con-

cession, inter-state movement

of buses and passenger

vehicles have been allowed

with the mutual consent of the

states. The intra-state

movement of buses and

passenger vehicles will be

decided by the state govern-

ment. Buses and other public

transport will be allowed to

run – both intra and inter-state

– but subject to the approval

of the states, the Centre said.

Schools, colleges and edu-

cational institutions will con-

tinue to remain closed. How-

ever, online and distance

learning will be permitted.

The government retained

the curfew – from 7 pm to 7

am. Movement of people will

be allowed only during the

daytime. The government,

however, said people above

the age of 65 and children

below 10 shall stay at home.

In the fresh set of guide-

lines, the Centre has allowed

state governments and Un-

ion  Territories to demarcate

the Red, Green and Orange

zones, which define the con-

centration of the cases and

how much economic activity

could take place in these are-

as.  This was one of the key

demands of states during the

last week’s meeting between

chief ministers and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.
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Govt must conserve key economic assets: Dr Roy
R DUTTA CHOUDHURY

GUWAHATI, May 17: Noted econ-

omist and University Distinguished

Professor of the Southern Methodist

University, Texas, Dr Santanu Roy

said that under the present crisis, the

Government would have to priori-

tize and conserve the key economic

assets. Roy, who is the chair of the

Department of Economics of the Uni-

versity, also expressed the view that

the strength of the post pandemic

economy would depend on the way

the pandemic evolves.

The following are the excerpts of

an interview with Roy, who hails from

Assam and studied in Cotton College

and Hansraj College in Delhi before

proceeding to USA.

The Assam Tribune: What will

be your suggestion for revival of the

economy of Assam following the

COVID-19 pandemic?

Santanu Roy: The strength of

the post-pandemic economy will

depend largely on the way the pan-

demic evolves and the damage it

causes. During the crisis, we will

naturally focus on the immediate

suffering and hardships faced by the

population due to both the disease

as well as the loss of income earning

opportunities and access to goods and

service resulting from measures to

control the disease. Amelioration of

this suffering will strain the resourc-

es of the State severely. However,

what can handicap economic revival

and growth (after the pandemic) is

damage to physical and human capi-

tal of our society built up painstak-

ingly over many decades.  The se-

vere resource crunch and the need

to attend to the pandemic may pre-

vent public investment in sustaining

our key social and economic infra-

structure. Further, lockdowns and

breakdown of supply chains (includ-

ing supply of workers and equip-

ment) may make it difficult to carry

out repairs and maintenance at rea-

sonable cost. Disruption in education

will make it difficult to sustain the

quality of our human capital. Down-

turn in business and industries will

lead to layoffs and loss of skilled work-

ers as well as loss of technical knowl-

edge embedded in these workers;

many of them may be lost irrevers-

ibly to the State’s economy. Some of

the industries will experience exit

of business firms that strip assets and

will never come back. Perhaps most

importantly, the breakdown of social

and economic networks that enable

businesses to work with each other

and keep the economy going, the

critical connections as it were, will

be difficult to rebuild. It is important

therefore to prioritize and conserve

our key economic assets through the

crisis no matter how painful it might

be. We need to continue to allocate

resources to prevent our social and

economic infrastructure from depre-

ciating severely. We need to conserve

our knowledge base and minimize

disruption of primary, secondary and

college education. We need to target

key industries and help failing busi-

ness firms to stay afloat if their rea-

son for failure is the crisis (i.e., were

doing well before the crisis).
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Closure of business firms
should be prevented

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: The total number

of COVID-19 cases in Assam jumped to 100,

with five persons in Guwahati, a student of

Sivasagar who returned from Delhi, a nine-

year-old child in Jorhat and another person

in Silchar testing positive for the novel coro-

navirus  in the last 24 hours.

Barring two cases in the city, the others

were those who had returned to the State

from outside. A 28-year-old person from

Cachar district, who arrived from Chennai

yesterday, has tested COVID-19 positive.

He is now under treatment at the Silchar

Medical College and Hospital.

Among the three other persons testing

positive in Guwahati, one returned from

Bihar while the other two had come from

Mumbai. The three were at the Sarusajai

COVID-19 cases in
State rise to 100

quarantine camp after their arrival.

The remaining positive cases in Guwa-

hati – Rakesh Singh of Fatasil Ambari and

Binod Rai who was quarantined at Kalapa-

har’s TB Hospital – are contacts of Mangru

Sahani, the hotel worker of Fancy Bazar.

A nine-year-old boy from Ward No. 3 of

Jorhat, and who came from Delhi, has also

tested COVID-19 positive. He is now in

the Jorhat Medical College and Hospital.

A 19-year-old asymptomatic student of

Delhi University hailing from Sivasagar has

also tested positive. He had returned with

a group of around eight students from Del-

hi on May 14 in a vehicle arranged by them-

selves. All of them were quarantined at the

Kaziranga University quarantine camp near

Jorhat.
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WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD
Confirmed cases 4,760,497

Cured/Discharged 1,837,429

Death 314,138

INDIAINDIAINDIAINDIAINDIA

Confirmed cases 90,927

Cured/Discharged 34,108

Death 2,872

ASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAM
Confirmed cases 100

Cured/Discharged 41

Death 2

Data as on Sunday

2nd batch of stranded
people leave Delhi for Assam

KALYAN BAROOAH

NEW DELHI, May 17:

The second batch of stranded

people hailing from Assam

was today sent to the State in

three buses from the national

capital after completing all for-

malities, including medical

screening for COVID-19.

Shristi, a local NGO, along

with the Assam Bhavan here

has organised the trip. The

passengers included strand-

ed students, pilgrims, pa-

tients and migrant workers,

informed Prabhat Baruah of

Shristi.

He said they have charged

from the students and others

for the passage but migrant

workers were sent free of

cost. The migrant workers

also included Santosh Bora

who was rescued by the As-

sam government officials

here three days ago after he

walked all the way from Am-

ritsar to Delhi and was found

in a distraught condition.

Baruah said all passengers

had to undergo medical

screening by Delhi govern-

ment doctors. It is only after

the medical screening that

the Delhi government issues

the necessary passes for the

journey.

 SEE PAGE 2

Govt to privatise non-strategic PSUs
Fifth tranche of economic stimulus package

NEW DELHI, May 17: The Centre

on Sunday announced plans to privatise

PSUs in non-strategic sectors and sus-

pend loan default-triggered bankruptcy

filings for one year in the fifth and final

tranche of its economic stimulus pack-

age that together with RBI’s liquidity

measures totalled to about Rs 21 lakh

crore but entailed less than 10 per cent

cash outgo from government coffers.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,

whose previous four parts of the stimu-

lus package involved credit line to small

businesses and new fund creations to be

shouldered by banks and financial insti-

tutions with very little extra budget

spending, announced a Rs 40,000 crore

hike in allocation for the rural employ-

ment guarantee scheme to provide jobs

to migrant workers.

She also raised the threshold of insol-

vency proceedings to help the industry

deal with COVID-19 pains.

The government also announced a

new policy for companies under state

control, saying PSUs in non-strategic
sectors will be privatised while those in

the identified strategic sector would be

capped at four, with the rest to be

merged or sold.

H I G H L I G H T S

r Additional Rs 40,000 cr allocation for MGNREGS to provide employment boost

r Public expenditure on health to be increased

r Ramp up health centres in rural and urban areas for any future pandemics

r Suspension of fresh initiation of insolvency proceedings up to 1 year

r Threshold to initiate insolvency proceedings raised to Rs 1 crore from Rs 1

lakh

r Decriminalisation of Companies Act violations involving minor technical de-

faults

r Most of compoundable offences sections to be shifted to internal adjudication

mechanism

r Allowed direct listing of securities by Indian firms in permissible foreign mar-

kets

r Govt opens all sectors to private companies, while public sector enterprises to

play role in defined areas

r At least one enterprise in strategic sectors but private sector to be allowed

r PSEs to be privatized in non-strategic areas; timing to be based on feasibility

etc

r State borrowing limit raised to 5 per cent from 3 per cent for FY’21; to unleash

Rs 4.28 lakh crore

r Part of the enhanced state borrowing to be linked to specific reforms – PTI
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Residents of Fancy Bazar containment zone collect food and other essential items, in Guwahati on Sunday. – UB Photos
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Required retired persons &

Entrepreneurs for MNC. Earning

Rs. 45,000/-. Work from home.

Contact: 9678180856.

SV/P/AC000087/8

Urgently required Field

Executive, Tele Caller for Bank

authorised Collection Agency.

Salary negotiable. Contact :

70052-13873.

SV/P/UP00006/2

Urgently required Teacher (BA/

B.Sc with B.ED/BT/D.EL.ED),

Faculty in Computer Hardware

and Software, Consumer

Electronic, Garment Technology

and Fashion Design (3 years

Diploma), Cook (Experience),

Driver (10th Pass with valid

Driving License) at Dr.

Ambedkar Mission, Assam.

Interested candidate may send

their CV with passport

photograph at Email. Id:-

drambedkarmission1997@

gmail. com

SV/RP000022/1

100% experienced home Tutor

for (XI-XII) Physics, Chemistry,

Mathematics. P.C.M. Point.

9678990167.

Tuition/P/AC000037/29

Required Restaurant/Takeaway/

Kitchen/Canteen on rent or

profit sharing. Interested may

contact : 94010-02201.

Busi/P/AC000146/2

1 Bigha myadi land (Lankeswar,

Jalukbari) Plottingwise 11

Lakhs/Katha. #60018-25795.

L&P/P/RC000001/15

2500 to 98,000 sq.ft. Industrial

Shed/Warehouse, Godown at

Khanapara, Beltola, Lokhra,

Amingaon, Changsari, Mirza.

94354-03986.

Godown/P/AC000050/30

Residential 2/3 BHK flat/

commercial space at Noonmati

(Opp. Axom Jatiya Bidyalay) Ph.

98640-10641.

H&F/P/SP000058/2

80% work completed 2/3

BHK flat at Chandmari

Colony (Nizarapar) Avail

PMAY benefits, Ph. 98640-

10641.

H&F/P/SP000059/2

*1/2/3 BHK DELUXE FLATS

WITH SWIMMING POOL

AND ALL MODERN

AMENITIES ARE

AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT

AZARA GUWAHATI.

PLEASE CALL DEBAJIT

BARUAH: 97060-44971,

MONOJ BARUAH- 97060-

47971. Website:

www.baruahconstruction.com

H&F/RL000002/7

*1/2/3 BHK DELUXE FLATS

WITH SWIMMING POOL

AND ALL MODERN

AMENITIES ARE

AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT

KHANA-MUKH  AND SOS

AIRPORT ROAD.PLEASE

CALL  : TULIKA: 86176-

06774, 97060-55971, DHIRAJ:

70029-13857 BARUAH

CONSTRUCTION. Website:

www.baruahconstruction.com

H&F/RL000003/7

Home Nursing Care, Baby

Care. Patients Care. Contact:

8638895299, 86387-

22884.

Nursing/P/AP000019/15

We provide Old Age Care/Patient

Care/Domestic Maid at home.

Contact: 6913331735.

Nursing/P/SP000066/4

Rhino Packers, Sixmile

M:98644-69464, Local shifting

M:94018-22253 (All India),

Packers & Transportation

Household Goods.

P&M/P/AC000113/30

INTERNATIONAL

Tibetans want China to disclose fate of Panchen Lama
BEIJING, May 17: Tibet’s

self-declared government-in-

exile marked the 25th anni-

versary of the disappearance

of a boy named as Tibetan Bud-

dhism’s second highest figure

by calling on China on Sunday

to account for his whereabouts.

The Tibetan Parliament in

northern India, known as the

Kashag, said the boy named

the 11th Panchen Lama who

was taken away at age 6 along

with his family in 1995 con-

tinued to be recognised as the

sole legitimate holder of his

title.

China, which claims Tibet as

its own territory, named an-

other boy, Gyaltsen Norbu, to

the position and he is believed

to live under close govern-

ment control in mainland China

and is rarely seen in public.

“China’s abduction of the

Panchen Lama and forcible de-

nial of his religious identity and

right to practice in his mon-

astery is not only a violation

of religious freedom but also

a gross violation of human

rights,” the Kashag statement

said.

“If China’s claim that Tibet-

ans in Tibet enjoy religious

freedom is to be considered

true, then China must provide

verifiable information on the

well-being and whereabouts

of the 11th Panchen Lama,”

along with others, the state-

ment said.

The dispute mainly focuses

on political power and the ar-

cane rituals for naming a new

Panchen Lama, believed to be

the reincarnation of his pred-

ecessor.

The Dalai Lama, who fled

into exile following an abortive

uprising against Chinese rule

in 1959, named the original

Panchen, Gedhun Choekyi

Nyima, with the help of Ti-

betan lamas trained in reading

portents and signs.

China claims the reincarnate

can only be chosen by pulling

lots from a golden urn, a

method it used to pick its own

candidate under strict control

of the officially atheistic ruling

Communist Party.

Traditionally, the Panchen

Lama has served as teacher and

aide to the Dalai Lama, Tibetan

Buddhism’s highest leader

who is now 84 and accused by

Beijing of seeking independ-

ence for Tibet. Beijing claims

the Himalayan territory has

been part of China for centu-

ries, but many Tibetans say

they were largely independ-

ent for most of that time.

Tibet’s capital Lhasa has

seen a massive influx of Chi-

nese migrants and the entire

region is under a heavy secu-

rity lockdown, tightened con-

siderably since bloody anti-

government protests in 2008

that spread through many Ti-

betan areas in western China.

Despite appeals from the

United Nations and foreign

governments and organisa-

tions, China has never pro-

vided any solid information on

the condition or location of

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and

his family, saying only that they

were being looked after and

did not wish to have contact

with the outside world.

The 10th Panchen Lama was

imprisoned by China and died

under what some consider sus-

picious circumstances in 1989

after making speeches calling

for greater religious and social

freedoms for Tibetans. – AP

WASHINGTON, May 17: US

President Donald Trump says the US

would reopen, “vaccine or no vaccine”,

as he announced an objective to deliver a

coronavirus vaccine by year end.

He likened the vaccine project, dubbed

Operation Warp Speed, to the World War-

Two effort to produce the world’s first

nuclear weapons.

But Trump made clear that even

without a vaccine, Americans must begin

to return to their lives as normal, the

BBC reported on Saturday.

Many experts doubt that a coronavirus

vaccine can be developed within a year.

Speaking at a White House Rose

Garden news conference on Friday,

Trump said the project would begin with

studies on 14 promising vaccine

candidates for accelerated research and

approval.

“That means big and it means fast,” he

said of Operation Warp Speed. “A massive

scientific, industrial and logistical

endeavour unlike anything our country

has seen since the Manhattan Project.”

Trump named an Army general and a

former healthcare executive to lead the

operation, a partnership between the

government and private sector to find and

distribute a vaccine.

Moncef Slaoui, who previously led the

Vaccine or no vaccine,
US reopening: Trump

vaccines division at pharmaceutical giant

GlaxoSmithKline, will lead the mission,

while Gen Gustave Perna, who oversees

distribution for the US Army, is to serve

as chief operating officer.

Speaking after Trump, Slaoui said he

was “confident” that a “few hundred

million doses of vaccine” will be delivered

by the end of 2020.

He acknowledged in an earlier

interview with the New York Times that

the timeline was ambitious, but said he

“would not have committed unless I

thought it was achievable”.

Many experts say a vaccine is the only

thing that will give Americans confidence

in fully reopening the economy in the

absence of widespread testing.

“I don’t want people to think this is all

dependent on a vaccine,” he said. “Vaccine

or no vaccine, we’re back. And we’re

starting the process.

“In many cases they don’t have vaccines

and a virus or a flu comes and you fight

through it,” he added. “Other things have

never had a vaccine and they go away.

“I think the schools should be back in

the fall [autumn],” Trump continued.

Earlier this week, Dr Anthony Fauci,

who serves on the coronavirus taskforce

and appeared wearing a mask at the Rose

Garden conference, testified to the

Senate that it would be a “bridge too far”

for schools to reopen in the autumn

“Even at the top speed we’re going,

we don’t see a vaccine playing in the ability

of individuals to get back to school this

fall,” Dr Fauci said.

As Trump spoke on Friday, lorry

drivers who have parked around the

White House for several weeks blared

their horns in protest against low wages,

neither for nor against the President.

“Those are friendly truckers. They’re

on our side,” Trump said. “It’s almost a

celebration in a way.” – IANS

DHAKA, May 17: A

Bangladeshi medical team led by

a senior doctor has claimed that

their research on the combination

of two widely-used drugs has

yielded “astounding” results in

curing patients with acute

symptoms of the  coronavirus

that has created havoc worldwide

and claimed the lives of over

3,12,000 people globally.

The claim by the Bangladeshi

medical team, which includes

prominent physicians from the

country, comes amidst the

desperate global attempts for a

remedy to coronavirus.

Drug research in Bangladesh
“We have got astounding

results. Out of 60 COVID-19

patients, all recovered as the

combination of the two drugs

were applied,” said Professor Dr

Md Tarek Alam, the head of

medicine department at private

Bangladesh Medical College

Hospital (BMCH).

Alam, a reputed clinician in

Bangladesh, said a frequently

used antiprotozoal medicine

called Ivermectin in a single dose

with Doxycycline, an antibiotic,

yielded virtually the near-

miraculous result in curing the

patients with COVID-19. – PTI

LONDON, May 17: Two

sets of Indian-origin siblings

dominate the annual tally of

Britain’s wealthiest as the

Hinduja and Reuben brothers

share the second spot with a

fortune of 16 billion pounds

each, while British inventor-

entrepreneur James Dyson

tops The Sunday Times Rich

List 2020 with 16.2 billion

pounds.

Srichand and Gopichand

Hinduja, who run the Hinduja

Group of companies, lost 6

billion pounds to slip from the

top slot in last year’s list.

Mumbai-born David and Simon

Reuben lost 2.66 billion pounds

over the past year, but their

second position in the tally

remains unchanged from 2019.

The coronavirus pandemic is

seen as a major factor behind

the fall in the overall wealth of

the UK’s richest people.

“Few people lost more

money in the Indian stock

market during the coronavirus-

induced crash than the Hinduja

brothers. One analysis

suggested their listed

businesses shed at least 67 per

cent of their value in March

before rallying last month,”

notes the newspaper analysis.

“The share price has halved

Hindujas share second
spot with Reuben

brothers in UK Rich List
at their lorry-maker Ashok

Leyland over the past year and

fallen even more sharply at

IndusInd, their Pune-based

banking outfit, with the

brothers trying to increase

their holding while the stock

remains cheap. Elsewhere, the

oil price has plummeted into

negative territory, hitting their

oil and lubricants division Gulf,

while its marine arm has also

been laid low by the downturn

in world trade,” it adds.

Dyson, in comparison, had a

good year with rising sales for

his products in China and other

international markets adding

3.6 billion pounds to his

fortunes, for him to emerge the

richest on the list for the first

time.

“With his family, Dyson now

owns more land in England than

the Queen, totalling more than

36,500 acres across

Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire,

Gloucestershire and

Somerset,” the report said.

The Reuben brothers are

poised to take a 10 per cent

stake in Premier League

football club Newcastle United,

which would mark a major

investment for the duo who

were born in India and grew

up in London. – PTI
Govt must conserve ...

(Contd from page 1)

Other businesses that close down should be pre-

vented from asset stripping; we should encourage

transfer of ownership (for instance, through merg-

ers and acquisitions). Availability of adequate cred-

it for businesses to tide over the crisis (after prop-

er screening) will be important.

We should identify and prioritize important cat-

egories of skilled workers (including profession-

als) in our economy and incentivize them to stay

on.

AT: The lockdown following the outbreak of

COVID-19 exposed several weaknesses of Assam.

One of the major weakness that came to the fore is

that the State is heavily dependent on other states

of the country for essential items. What will be

your suggestion to deal with the issue in the days

to come?

SR: We live in an age of specialization, exchange

and globalization. Economic dependence is a

strength, not a weakness. Yes, it appears as a weak-

ness during a crisis when the links are disrupted -

but it is not a structural weakness. It is unwise to

suggest that we should become a self-dependent

economy forever; that would be like being North

Korea. We should maintain a reasonable stock of

essentials for occasional crisis (perhaps, three

months’ need or a bit more); Assam should diver-

sify its regular supply networks to include neigh-

bouring countries (China, Bangladesh, Myanmar

etc.) so that we are much less dependent on other

states of India. A crisis like COVID-19 has never

happened in the past century; nobody ever as-

signed a high probability to a crisis of this magni-

tude (not even in science fiction). That also makes

it an extremely rare event. It was perfectly sensi-

ble for us to ignore the risk of such a rare event

and organize life accordingly (except probably for

the fact that North East India was not allowed to

develop brisk trade linkages with neighbouring

countries). Once the crisis is over and fear has

dissipated, the world will again learn to live ignor-

ing the risk of such a pandemic; we will be at seri-

ous disadvantage if we sacrifice economic efficien-

cy to become “self-dependent”. Unless of course,

there is scientific evidence to suggest that these

pandemics or similarly disruptive events will be

significantly more likely in the future; at this stage,

I don’t see such evidence. I am quite alarmed by

the rhetoric coming out of the ruling party and

government in India.

AT: This year the lockdown posed a major threat

to the farmers, mainly because they failed to sell

their products. Weak system of marketing seems

to be a major issue in Assam. What will be your

suggestion to improve the marketing system?

SR: Farmers not being able to access buyers

because of lockdown and the pandemic is a global

problem; it is there in small or large measure in

every country. In the US, farmers are destroying

their crops and animals because they cannot ac-

cess final consumers while the latter are going to

stores and observing shortage of meat and other

food items. The supply chain - a complex link of

specialized intermediaries has broken down. The

more advanced the economy, the more complex

the supply chain and therefore, greater the disrup-

tion. I don’t think this is any indication of the “weak-

ness” of our agricultural marketing system. As I

have mentioned above, we are not going to be in a

pandemic forever. However, I do think having more

digital and smart communication enablers that al-

lows farmers to access retailers more directly

might not only make it easier for them to get over

disruptions in intermediary chains but also increase

their bargaining power and the price they receive.

AT: Tea is one of the major industries in Assam

and according to an estimate, the industry suffered

heavy losses in the lockdown. As exports are com-

ing down over the years with China, Kenya and

Sri Lanka marching ahead in tea exports, what will

be your suggestion to boost the tea industry?

SR: Assam’s tea industry needs much better

branding and marketing in the global stage. This is

difficult for individual estates. Industry wide coor-

dination is important. One issue here is that a very

large number of producers are producing lower

quality tea perhaps expecting there is not enough

demand for better quality tea leading to a chicken

and egg problem. Major investment is required to

move to better quality tea production and the much-

needed marketing; most tea estate owners are

unwilling to make this kind of long- term invest-

ment. Labour laws also reduce flexibility of tea

cultivators. The policy of the State government to

assume control of sick tea estates to protect em-

ployment has created adverse incentives for pri-

vate owners to mismanage their estates. One needs

to look afresh at the whole gamut of labour, bank-

ruptcy and industrial laws and regulations affecting

the tea industry. Assam produces some of the best

tea in the world. There is absolutely no reason

why our tea should not be on top of the market.

AT: Unemployment is a major problem for As-

sam and because of the lockdown, more than five

lakh youths from Assam, who are working as se-

curity guards, hotel waiters etc., in other states of

the country, are returning home. Is there any pos-

sibility of providing them with self employment

opportunities?

SR: Self-employment, by definition, cannot be

provided. It has to be self-created entrepreneuri-

ally by the agent. It can be enabled by access to

credit and by freedom from official red tape. Some

steps in this direction may be useful. But in the

present climate, I am not too hopeful.

AT: Despite best efforts, Assam has not yet

been able to attract investors from outside to the

desired extent. What will be your suggestion in

this regard?

SR: Investors will come when return on in-

vestment is high enough and risk is small. Infra-

structural growth, removing policy impediments

on business and industry and a more stable socio-

political climate (that does not flare up every few

years) would go a long way. A lot of this requires

political will. Politicians that thrive on social disso-

nance and fissures and make money out through

business extortion are unlikely to do much in the

years to come.

(Contd from page 1)

Sitharaman said the five-part stimulus

package together with the March 26 an-

nouncement of free foodgrains and cooking

gas to the poor and some cash to vulnera-

ble sections for three months and the RBI’s

Rs 8.01 lakh crore worth of liquidity meas-

ures swell the size of the COVID-19 eco-

nomic package to Rs 20.97 lakh crore.

While she refused to say what would be

the extra spending by the government,

analysts pegged it at no more than Rs 2.10

lakh crore after considering the March 26

announcement, free foodgrains to migrant

workers, increased allocation for MGN-

REGS, tax relief to certain sections and Rs

15,000 crore allocated to the healthcare

sector to deal with the pandemic.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pledge

of total spending of Rs 20 lakh crore (USD

265 billion) to weather the fallout of the

coronavirus pandemic under ‘Atma-nirbhar

Bharat Abhiyan’ is about 10 per cent of In-

dia’s GDP in 2019-20 and ranks behind stim-

ulus provided by Japan, the US, Sweden,

Australia and Germany.

In the fifth and final tranche of the eco-

nomic stimulus package, Sitharaman raised

the allocation for the employment guaran-

tee scheme by Rs 40,000 crore over and

above the Rs 61,000 crore budgeted for

MGNREGS to provide jobs to migrant

workers moving back to their states.

This, she said, will help generate nearly

300 crore person-days in total.

Govt to privatise ...
For industries, she said the minimum

threshold to initiate insolvency proceed-

ings will be raised to Rs 1 crore from Rs 1

lakh, which largely insulates MSMEs from

bankruptcy on defaulting on loans.

Also, a special insolvency resolution

framework for MSMEs under Section

240A of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy

Code (IBC) will be notified soon, she said,

adding fresh initiation of insolvency pro-

ceedings will be suspended for up to one

year depending upon the pandemic situa-

tion.

COVID-19 related debt will be exclud-

ed from the definition of “default” under

the IBC for the purpose of triggering insol-

vency proceedings, she said, adding the

changes will be effected by promulgating

an ordinance.

Additionally, minor technical and proce-

dural defaults under the Companies Act,

such as shortcomings in CSR reporting,

inadequacies in board reports, filing defaults

and delay in holding AGMs, will be decrim-

inalised.

Announcing a new public sector enter-

prises (PSEs) policy, she said a list of stra-

tegic sectors requiring the presence of

PSUs in the public interest will be notified.

In strategic sectors, at least one enter-

prise will remain in the public sector but

the private sector will also be allowed.

In other sectors, PSUs will be privatised,

she said, adding the timing would be based

on feasibility. – PTI

(Contd from page 1)

Within the Red and Orange Zones, Con-

tainment Zones and Buffer Zones will be

demarcated by the district administration,

after taking into consideration the guide-

lines of the Health Ministry, the govern-

ment said.

Economic activities will not be allowed

within the containment zones, which have

a high incidence of coronavirus cases, the

Centre said.

Shopping malls, cinema halls, hotels,

gymnasiums, swimming pools, entertain-

ment parks, theatres, bars, auditoriums, as-

sembly halls and similar places will remain

shut till May 31.  Local authorities should

ensure that shops and markets open with

staggered timings so as to ensure social

distancing, the government said.

Sports complexes and stadiums can

open, however, spectators will not be al-

lowed.

All social, political, sports, entertainment,

academic, cultural, religious functions and

places of worship will remain shut during

the lockdown period, the Government said.

The extension of the lockdown period

became inevitable when Maharashtra and

Tamil Nadu joined Punjab and Mizoram in

extending the lockdown till May 31.

Staff Reporter adds: While adhering to

all the Central Government guidelines for

lockdown 4.0 which begins from Monday,

the Assam Government will allow all shops

to reopen, barring shopping malls and those

barred under the MHA guidelines.

During the third phase of the lockdown,

the State had allowed only one third of the

shops to operate.

Stating that the State Government

guidelines would be notified tomorrow,

Chief Secretary Kumar Sanjay Krishna said

the State would also allow 100 per cent

attendance in government offices during the

fourth phase of the lockdown. Also, the

night curfew will be enforced from 7 pm to

7 am and not from 6 pm to 6 am.

“Though the relaxations will be given,

strict social distancing norms and

precautions like wearing of masks will have

to be followed. We will also make owners

of shops accountable if social distancing

norms are violated in their premises,” the

Chief Secretary said, adding that all the

guidelines of the MHA would have to be

followed.

Nationwide lockwide ...

2nd batch of ...
(Contd from page 1)

Baruah said more passengers have approached them and they

may have to organise two-three such bus trips in the near future.

Shristi and Assam Bhavan jointly sent six buses to Assam ear-

lier and none of the passengers in the first batch had tested posi-

tive for COVID-19.

Baruah said they are facing the problem of accommodation for

the stranded people, as the Assam Bhavan authorities are not

allowing them to stay in the two State guest houses.

“According to our information both the Assam Bhavan and As-

sam House are vacant right now but they are not being made

available to the needy,” he claimed, appealing to the Assam gov-

ernment to provide accommodation to these people in the two

State guest houses.

Meanwhile, the case of Ajit Saikia, the first COVID-19 patient

of Assam to have died in Delhi, has turned curious as it has now

emerged that he may have passed away a few days back but owing

to reported miscommunication his family could not trace his body.

Ajit Saikia’s wife Bonti Saikia, who is a cancer patient and was

also detected COVID-19 positive, approached the Assam Associ-

ation, Delhi that helped them trace his body at LNJP Hospital

where he was undergoing treatment.

COVID-19 cases in ...
(Contd from page 1)

A 60-year-old person, who had returned in a truck from Kolk-

ata, also tested positive at Tezpur late last night.

Four new areas in the city have been declared as containment

zones. One such zone is in Fatasil Ambari and another at Datalpara.

Two other areas – one at Rukminigaon and the other at Katah-

bari – have also been declared as containment zones after a couple

of students living there in rented accommodations tested positive

after returning to Tripura on May 13. The areas are being sani-

tized and the line listing of the people done there for sample tests.

The total number of containment zones in the city now stands

at 12. Meanwhile, Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma made a

fresh appeal to the people to follow the lockdown guidelines. “In

view of the developing situation, I urge the elderly people and

children to stay at home unless it is very important,” he said.
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A woman carrying her child walk along a road to reach her native place, during the
nationwide lockdown, in Prayagraj on Sunday. – PTI

Migrants board a truck to reach their native places as others wait for a means of transport, during the ongoing
nationwide lockdown, on Agra-Delhi National Highway in Mathura on Sunday. – PTI

Stimulus a game changer for health,
education, biz sectors: Shah

NEW DELHI, May 17:

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah on Sunday called the

mega stimulus push an-

nounced by Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman a game

changer in health, education

and business sectors.

Expressing his views in a

series of tweets, Shah said:

“Today’s announcements by

the Modi government will go

a long way in realizing the

idea of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.

These steps will prove to be

a game changer for health,

education & business sec-

tors, which will provide em-

ployment to crores of poor. I

thank PM Narendra Modi and

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman.”

Shah said the additional al-

location of Rs 40,000 crore

under Mahatma Gandhi Na-

tional Rural Employment

Guarantee scheme (MGN-

REGS) by the Modi govern-

ment will not only help in

generating employment for

the poor and migrant work-

ers but will also help create

durable livelihood assets,

which will greatly boost ru-

ral economy and infrastruc-

ture.

He said Prime Minister

Modi’s leadership in handling

Covid-19 has outshone sev-

eral developed nations.

The Minister said the

Modi government has decid-

ed to increase India’s health

expenditure to facilitate cre-

ation of infectious diseases

hospital blocks in every dis-

trict, strengthening lab net-

works and surveillance and

encouraging research. “I am

sure this foresight will take

India way ahead in the medi-

cal sector,” Shah said.

“The decision on reimag-

ining the Public Sector Enter-

prise Policy, focus on further

improving ease of doing busi-

ness through IBC-related

measures and decriminalisa-

tion provisions in the Com-

panies Act reflect PM’s futur-

istic vision and commitment

towards a self-reliant India.”

The government has de-

cided to increase borrowing

limit of states, which will give

them extra resource of Rs

4.28 lakh crore, Shah said. He

mentioned that the centre

had previously given Rs

46,038 crore through devo-

lution of taxes in April, reve-

nue deficit grants of Rs

12,390 crore, and State Dis-

aster Relief Funds (SDRF) to

the tune of Rs 11,000 crore.

To mitigate the economic

fallout of COVID-19 out-

break, Sitharaman on Sunday

announced a mega stimulus

push for education, health and

rural employment along with

a roadmap for a massive pri-

vatisation and merger drive

of public sector undertakings

in certain areas. Accordingly,

on the final day of detailing

the mega Rs 20 lakh-crore

economic package under the

Centre’s ‘Self-Reliant India

Movement’, the minister

also eased regulatory norms

on insolvency norms and list-

ing norms.

The FM also gave a mone-

tary break-up of all the meas-

ures she announced during

the last 5-days. These are

cumulatively worth Rs

20,97,053 crore announced

under the mega stimulus

package which also includes

RBI measures and steps an-

nounced under Pradhan

Mantri Garib Kalyana Pack-

age (PMGKP). – IANS

JAIPUR/CHENNAI, May

17: The coronavirus outbreak

in jails with Jaipur accounting

for a large chunk has sparked

worries of new cluster cases,

as authorities released thou-

sands of prisoners on parole

or bail to decongest crowded

prisons in the country to try

halt the spread of the infection

in closed settings.

The release of prisoners as

a precautionary measure

from the last week of March

followed a direction by the

Supreme Court, and more jail

inmates are expected to

come out in the next few days.

The bail and parole are for a

initial 45-60 day period which

is extendable.

The apex court had asked

all the states and union terri-

tories  to constitute high-level

committees to consider re-

leasing on parole or interim

bail prisoners and undertrials

for offences entailing up to a

seven-year jail term, to decon-

gest prisons in the wake of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

The top court on March 23

said overcrowding of prisons

is a matter of serious concern,

observing it was difficult for

prisoners to maintain social

distancing.

Concerned over the spread

of coronavirus infection to near-

ly 150 prisoners in Jaipur jails,

an official on Sunday said the

Rajasthan government may

take a decision on Monday to

conduct random sampling of

prisoners lodged in other pris-

ons in the state.

After COVID-19 cases

were reported in the Jaipur

district jail, the prison author-

ities got all the inmates and

staff members tested for the

virus.

In the district jail which is

home to 423 inmates, the jail

superintendent and 130 in-

mates have tested positive so

far. A few cases were report-

ed from the Jaipur central jail

as well.

“All the inmates and staff

members of Jaipur district jail

have been tested for corona-

virus. Cases have come up

from one ward in the central

jail also and now we have de-

cided to conduct random

sampling in other wards of the

central jail, said DG (Prisons)

NRK Reddy.

In Jaipur district jail, Red-

dy said a prisoner who came

in early April was the source

of infection. He was asymp-

tomatic when he was kept in

isolation in initial days and

later suffered from low blood

pressure and diarrhoea. He

was tested for COVID-19

and the report came positive

on May 9.

In the meantime, the jail

superintendent and a few oth-

er inmates got infected.

The cases in Jaipur district

jail spiked on Saturday when

119 prisoners tested positive.

On Sunday, 14 prisoners (12

from central jail and two from

district jail) also tested posi-

tive for the virus.

After the death of an inmate

in Agra Central Jail due to

COVID-19, a senior official

said the Uttar Pradesh Prison

Administration and Reform

Department has started ran-

dom testing of samples for

coronavirus in all the prisons

of the state. Fourteen jail in-

mates were quarantined fol-

lowing the death of the pris-

oner on May 8, Anand Kumar,

DG of the Department of Pris-

ons Administration and Re-

form, told PTI.

He said 13 jail officials who

looked after the barrack where

the prisoner was lodged were

also tested for COVID-19.

At present, there are 71 op-

erational jails in UP with over

94,000 inmates. So far, more

than 16,000 inmates have been

released either on bail or pa-

role, Kumar said. – PTI

COVID-19 outbreak in Jaipur jail worries authorities

NEW DELHI, May 17:

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal on Sunday said his

government would never

leave the migrant workers to

fend for themselves due to

coronavirus, saying the re-

sponsibility of migrant labour-

ers in the city lies with the gov-

ernment.

In a series of tweets, he said

arrangements will be made for

the migrants, irrespective of

whether they want to stay or

leave.

“The responsibility of mi-

grant labourers living in Delhi

is ours. We will ensure full care

for them if they want to live

here. In case they want to re-

turn to their homes, we will

arrange trains for them. We

won’t leave them alone in such

a crisis,” Kejriwal tweeted in

Hindi. He said the Delhi gov-

ernment has ordered all offi-

cials to ensure that no migrant

labourer faced any problem.

“The government will ar-

range trains as many as need-

ed for the stranded labourers.”

The order dated May 15 di-

rected the officials concerned

to ensure that the migrant

workers do not walk on roads

or railway tracks and should

be taken to the nearest shel-

ter facilities.

Signed by Delhi Chief Sec-

retary Vijay Dev, the order

also directed the officials to

ensure that there is coopera-

tion with the railways in “run-

ning more ‘Shramik’ specials

so that travel of stranded mi-

grant workers is facilitated

faster.

As per the official data, over

18,000 people were living in

about 340 shelters across the

city. The government is also

arranging about 1,900 Food

Centres catering to over mil-

lion beneficiaries daily twice.

A number of migrants have

been killed in various accidents

across the country as they

walked home after the sudden

announcement of lockdown

from March 25. Thousands of

migrant workers have start-

ed returning to their native vil-

lages and hometowns on foot

or in overcrowded vehicles,

resulting in deaths and fatal

accidents. The Delhi govern-

ment has also requested the

migrants stranded in Delhi not

to try to visit any railway sta-

tion without getting intimation

from government authorities.

It is also advised that mi-

grant labourers should not

venture out or walk on roads

or railway tracks which may

endanger their lives as all ar-

rangements for their transpor-

tation by trains/buses are be-

ing planned. – IANS

Migrants’ responsibility
is ours, won’t leave them

to their fate: Kejriwal

COVID-19
victim’s body
found at bus

stop in Gujarat,
probe ordered

AHMEDABAD, May 17:

The body of a COVID-19 vic-

tim   was lying unattended at a

bus station in Ahmedabad’s

Danilimda locality and the de-

ceased’s kin have blamed the

hospital staff and police for the

shocking incident.

Chief Minister Vijay Rupa-

ni directed former principal

secretary (health) JP Gupta to

lead a probe and submit a re-

port within 24 hours, a gov-

ernment release said.

Chhagan Makwana (67) was

admitted in the COVID-19 fa-

cility in the district hospital and

he tested positive for the in-

fection on May 13, after which

his family was placed under

quarantine.

“His body was found lying

unattended at the BRTS bus

station early Friday morning

by security staff who alerted

police. The police took his

body to another hospital for

post mortem. They alerted us

only after a piece of paper was

found in the deceased’s pock-

et containing his son’s number.

This too only after the post

mortem was conducted,” said

Makwana’s brother Govind.

“We were quarantined but

hospital authorities did not

bother to inform us about our

brother and dumped his body

at a bus station. Police also did

not care for inquest before tak-

ing away his body for post

mortem,” he added. Local BJP

leader Girish Parmar said he

requested the Chief Minister

to order an investigation into

the matter.  – PTI

People with
metabolic

syndrome take
longer to recover

INDORE, May 17: People

with “metabolic syndrome”

take longer in recovering from

coronavirus infection as it caus-

es further health complications,

experts have said and suggest-

ed a healthy lifestyle and diet

to keep the pandemic at bay.

Metabolic syndrome is

characterised by hyperten-

sion and high levels of blood

sugar and cholesterol.

Dr Ravi Dosi, who heads

chest department of Indore-

based Sri Aurobindo Institute

of Medical Sciences (SAIMS),

said that at least 150 of 1,100

COVID-19 patients he came

across so far in Indore district

had metabolic syndrome. In-

dore, worst-hit by coronavi-

rus pandemic, has so far re-

ported 2,470 cases and 100

deaths.

“Of the 1,100 COVID-19

patients, about 150 men had

metabolic syndrome (co-

morbidities),” he said.

According to Dr Doshi,

patients with metabolic syn-

drome need a longer time to

recover as their underlying

health conditions further ex-

acerbate the complications

caused by coronavirus.

Dr Doshi suggested a

health lifestyle and proper

diet to keep the coronavirus

at bay. In a related develop-

ment, the Indian Institute of

Management, Indore (IIM-I)

has undertaken a detailed

study with international col-

laboration on the relationship

between COVID-19 and

metabolic syndrome.

Their six-member re-

search team comprises an as-

sistant professor at IIM-I and

fellows from the University

of Michigan and the Colum-

bia University of America. A

member of the team, Assist-

ant Professor and Biostatis-

tics expert Sayantan Baner-

jee said that people with met-

abolic syndrome are vulnera-

ble to coronavirus pandemic.

“After analysing the data of

the fourth round of the Nation-

al Family Health Survey

(NFHS-4), we have come to

(know that) people with meta-

bolic syndrome were vulnera-

ble to pandemic,” he said. – PTI

168 evacuees
from US land
in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD, May 17:

Over 160 Indian citizens from

Chicago in the US arrived

here on Sunday on board an

Air India flight, the ninth such

service to reach the city since

the beginning of the Vande

Bharat Mission to repatriate

people from the country

stranded due to coronavirus

lockdown.

The AI 126 flight arrived

via Delhi at the international

airport here at 4.45 AM, air-

port sources said.

The passengers were

serviced through the fully

sanitised international arriv-

als of the main passenger ter-

minal of the airport, they said.

This is the ninth Vande

Bharat evacuation flight to

land in the city.

To facilitate the arriving

passengers and aircraft crew,

the airport has kept the in-

ternational arrivals and the

entire stretch right from aer-

obridge to arrivals ramp ful-

ly sanitised and fumigated.

The airport also enforced

social distancing among pas-

sengers right from the aero-

bridge to across the termi-

nal, the sources added. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 17:

The Supreme Court will hear

all cases via video and audio

links between May 18 and

June 19, and has scaled up its

‘1881’ helpline to assist advo-

cates and litigants in e-filing

and virtual hearing, according

to a standard operating pro-

cedure (SoP) released on

Sunday amid the coronavirus-

triggered lockdown.

The fresh SoP assumed

significance as the apex court,

which has been hearing only

urgent cases through video-

conferencing during the lock-

down, decided on May 15 to

postpone its summer vacation

by five weeks and declared

that it would remain function-

al from May 18 to June 19.

Issuing the fresh SoP, the

apex court said for the first time

in the Registry, ‘1881’ helpline

number will remain functional

from 10 AM to 5 PM under

supervision of senior officers to

provide instant solutions to

query of advocate and litigants

about e-filing and other issues

relating to judicial functions.

“In order to contain the

spread of coronavirus (COV-

ID-19), considering the prevail-

ing situation, and taking into

account the suggestions re-

ceived from various quarters

and the guidelines issued by the

Government of India and Gov-

ernment of NCT of Delhi from

time to time, the Chief Justice

has been pleased to direct the

constitution of the bench(es) to

hear matters in the coming

weeks since the Virtual Courts

will be functioning from May

18, 2020 to June 19, 2020 (both

days inclusive), that is, during

the earlier notified summer va-

cations through video confer-

encing/ tele-conferencing mode

only, the top court said.

The communication further

said, “The proceedings by vid-

eo-conference should not be

recorded/stored or broadcast,

in any manner whatsoever, as

recording/copying/storing and/

or broadcasting, by any means,

of the hearings and proceed-

ings before the apex court are

expressly prohibited.

The fresh matters lying in

the pool which could not be list-

ed due to the pandemic have

been scheduled to be listed

before the virtual court for hear-

ing during the period, it said.

“Once the pool of fresh mat-

ters is exhausted, matters be-

longing to Short Categories,

which are ready for listing, will

be listed before the court for

hearing. In addition to the fresh

matters and short category

matters, such other matters

shall also be listed for hearing,

as may be directed, it said.

It further said that the tim-

ing of sitting of the virtual courts

will be notified in the respec-

tive causelists which will be

published well in advance.

“The Advocate-on-Record

or the parties in person should

specify as to whether he/she

would link to the Bench

through their own computer

or would prefer to avail the

facility for video-conferencing

in the Supreme Court

premises, the SoP said.

It, however, noted desktop,

laptop, tablet computers pro-

vide stable connectivity for a

video-conference, whereas sig-

nal drop/incoming call on mo-

bile devices can delink such

devices from an ongoing vid-

eo-conference disrupting such

video-conferencing. – PTI

SC comes up with new guidelines
for hearing matters from May 18
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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living

someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by dogma –

which is living with the results of other people’s

thinking.

– STEVE JOBS

Telling comparison
The novel coronavirus has a logic of its own and

seemingly follows no pattern, which makes it difficult

for scientists to state with certainty as to how the cur-

rent pandemic would ultimately pan out. For instance,

why is it that the most economically prosperous coun-

try in the world, the USA, at this moment stands at the

top of the afflicted list, with 1.5 million afflicted and

well over ninety thousand deaths? Yet, on the other

hand, two of the most populated nations in the world,

China and India, have had relatively fewer numbers of

infections and consequent deaths. Though the number

of Covid-19 cases in India last Friday crossed the total

count of infections in China, where the disease origi-

nated ostensibly around December last year, health

experts point out that the outbreak has not been as

deadly as in the latter at the same stage of transmis-

sions. At the time of writing the total number of cases

in India stands at 90,927 in comparison with China’s

82, 947, and deaths at 2,872 to 4,633. This means that

the death rate in India stands close to 3% (with the

global rate of fatalities being almost 7%) to China’s 7.5%.

Of course, one must accept figures offered by China

with a pinch of salt, but even then India seems to have

mercifully been less severely impacted.

However, it needs to be stressed that China has suc-

cessfully contained the outbreak and no new deaths

have been reported in the last 30 days, while India’s

infections are on an upward trajectory. China imposed

a 76-day lockdown in January this year in Wuhan, the

city where the pathogen is believed to have jumped to

humans. Having as it does an autocratic regime where

citizens breached regulations at peril to their lives,

little wonder that the Wuhan lockdown proved extreme-

ly effective in containing the disease within China,

though it did not effect the same for the rest of the

world! Democratic India was not only slow to impose a

lockdown, with domestic travel being allowed till March

24, which led to multiple seeding of infection before

the lockdown, but the stay at home and social distanc-

ing orders were widely breached, one tragic example

being the mass migrant movement. Now, with the grad-

ual easing of restrictions due to the devastating im-

pact being made on the economy, health experts ex-

pect the cases to rise in the coming days, with no one

forecasting whether the death rate would remain the

same. Experts also opine that it is anybody’s guess

when or how this current pandemic will subside in the

country, but they have warned that all indications point

towards India being set for a long haul. It would be

ironic indeed if India suffers more ravage than the

country where Covid-19 originated!

Face mask
No one knows for sure when the dreaded Covid-19

pandemic will finally disappear. The deadly virus has

cast a dark spell on planet earth with most of the coun-

tries being in a lockdown mode. Till an effective cure or

vaccine is found, people have no other way but to take

certain precautions to keep Covid-19 at bay. Simple pre-

cautions like social distancing, washing of hands at regu-

lar intervals using sanitizers or soaps and wearing face

masks can help in slowing down the spread of Covid-19.

With the spurt of Covid-19 cases in India, the Union Health

Ministry has recommended wearing of face masks. Tak-

ing a cue from the Health Ministry’s recommendations,

most of the States have made wearing of face masks

mandatory. Several States, including Assam, have im-

posed penalties on those without face masks in public

places. One of the factors which led to the sudden surge

in coronavirus cases in the European countries was the

reluctance of the people to use face masks during the

initial period of the pandemic. The coronavirus is trans-

mitted by droplets and close contacts. While persons who

show the signs of being infected by the coronavirus are

given treatment promptly, it becomes difficult to identify

persons having asymptomatic infection. The droplets

from such persons can easily infect others. The only way

out to slow down the spread of the coronavirus is that

everyone wears face masks at public places.

While for all face masks have become an important

component of daily life but for some it has become a lucra-

tive business option. With Covid-19 pandemic showing

no signs of abating, the demand for face masks has multi-

plied manifolds. Cashing on the demand of face mask, a

good number of enterprising persons have started mak-

ing masks and selling them at public places. A significant

number of self-help groups (SHGs) have profited by mak-

ing face masks. While such initiatives are indeed com-

mendable, but there is a flip side to it too if we take into

consideration the way the face masks are being sold in

the State. Most of the handmade cotton face masks are

being sold with any protective cover. The face masks are

kept dangling in front of shops and at specified outlets.

As a result the face masks are exposed to dust and dirt.

Moreover, due to lack of adequate knowledge, some are

seen giving a trial as to which face mask would fit better.

In the process they forget that they are buying a face

mask, not apparel. They must realize that the face mask

is a protective cover to prevent getting infected by the

coronavirus and is not for fashion. It would be better if the

administration ensures that the face masks which are

stocked for sale are not dangled in the open and are kept

under a protective cover.

hile the situation

arising out of the

global Covid-19

pandemic appears

to be improving in our country, it

has become pertinent to look be-

yond the lockdown and prepare for

retrieving the economy. Former

RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has

recently suggested that as India

plans for life after lockdown that

enters in its fourth phase, it could

think about restarting certain activ-

ities in certain low-infection regions

with adequate precautions.

It will not be practically possible

to keep the country under lock-

down for a long period. As Rajan

has suggested, restarting requires

collation of better data on infection

levels, apart from adequate meas-

ures to protect workers who re-

turn to work. Certain other steps

that Rajan has suggested include

direct benefit transfers to help poor

and non-salaried lower middle-

class people for the next few

months, and innovative credit

mechanisms to embattled small

and medium enterprises. “It is said

that India reforms only in crisis,”

he recently wrote. “Hopefully, this

otherwise unmitigated tragedy

will help us see how weakened we

have become as a society, and will

focus our politics on the critical

economic and healthcare reforms

we sorely need,” he added.

Looking closer, Assam is also fac-

ing a never-before crisis. All eco-

nomic activities have remained sus-

pended, and the lockdown has led

to such a situation where the State’s

coffers are simply empty. Revenue

collection has dropped like anything,

and the monthly crude oil royalty

collection is down from Rs 165 crore

to just about Rs 50-60 crore only.

W

Gauhati University, and for that

matter all our universities, the

OKD Institute of Social Change

and Development, Indian

Institute of Entrepreneurship,

SIRD, NIRD, etc., should have

by now got into action to offer

practical solutions to the State

Government. It is however

encouraging to see Chief

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal

engaging in discussions with

groups of stakeholders....

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Assam’s ‘Voice for Local’

Sir, – The Prime Minister’s

recent call of ‘Vocal for Local’ is the

most appropriate one, in the

circumstances that we are in now.

What applies to India regarding

self-reliance, however, applies to

Assam most aptly, as also for the

other adjoining States. Assam is

too dependent on mainland India

for almost all produce and services.

Though there are government

schemes from the Centre, our

local businesses, barring a few, are

unable to do justice to their own

potential. Even items of daily need

like dal, rice, fish, egg, etc., are

largely imported from mainland

India. It is high time the State

Government recognized this and

take adequate measures so as to

create a ecosystem of business

friendly environment that would

truly make us hear Assam’s ‘Voice

for Local’. During the lockdown, it

is quite evident that there was

shortage of even essential items in

The tea industry has already lost

about Rs 1200 crore in six weeks.

Majority of the 600-plus industrial

units in the State’s industrial estates,

industrial areas, EPIP, food park,

growth centres and IID had shut

down for a month, and only a hand-

ful manufacturing essential items

have reopened. Over 7,000 regis-

tered factories employ over 2.80

lakh persons, all of whom had re-

mained idle for more than

a month now. Our farm-

ers have also suffered

enormously, especially as

a sizable portion of the rabi

crop has gone waste due

to the sudden shutdown.

Moreover, over 15 lakh

households in Assam have

suddenly found that their

sons, who were working

in faraway States like Ker-

ala, Tamil Nadu, Mahar-

ashtra, Rajasthan, Kerala,

etc., were unable to send

home money. What is

worse, half of them are

likely to lose employment

despite the Prime Minis-

ter’s appeal to employers

against any lay-off. Major-

ity of these youth have

started returning home as

unemployed.

Remember why the ULFA and

other militant groups had once

thrived? One of the reasons was un-

employment. The moment they

found that there are jobs outside,

and the moment communication –

railway and telecommunication –

improved, it were these same boys

who would have under ‘normal cir-

cumstances’ got recruited by the

militant groups, began to rush to

States like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Ma-

harashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil

Nadu and Kerala seeking jobs.

It is for the government and var-

ious institutions to urgently under-

take a survey on what are the var-

ious kinds of skills these youth have

acquired while working outside.

Manufacturing, factory work, con-

struction, TV mechanic, security

guards, driving, hospitality, house-

keeping, hospital work – there must

be various areas in which our youth

had proved themselves worthy or

useful in the far-off States. A data-

base of these youths can be built up

with urgency. We had missed such

an opportunity when thousands of

such youth had run home when pan-

ic had struck them following threats

issued by some fundamental forc-

es in 2016.

How can the State come out of

this situation? We have yet to see

any initiative taken by the State In-

novation and Transformation Aay-

og (SITA) to engage in brainstorm-

ing sessions involving economists,

entrepreneurs and academicians on

how to retrieve the State’s econo-

my after the lockdown. Gauhati Uni-

versity, and for that matter all our

universities, the OKD Institute of

Social Change and Development,

Indian Institute of Entrepreneur-

ship, SIRD, NIRD, etc., should have

by now got into action to offer prac-

tical solutions to the State Govern-

ment. It is however encouraging to

see Chief Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal engaging in discussions

with different groups of stakehold-

ers about the post-lock-

down situation.

Agriculture is the

backbone of Assam’s

economy. Since about

80% of our  population is

still dependent upon or

related to agriculture,

the priority has to be

definitely on this and oth-

er allied sectors. In ad-

dition to the different

wings and departments

of the government,

groups of youth can be

trained up or oriented to

join teams that will col-

lect agricultural products

from villages and sell

them door to door in the

cities and urban centres.

Our MLAs can play a

major role in organizing

these youth into such a system. As-

sam and the Northeast being or-

ganic by default, there is huge scope

for export of agricultural produce

to other States. East West Inter-

connect, a Mumbai-based develop-

ment initiative foundation headed

by CII Northeast Council member

Rajiv Bhatia, has suggested a two-

pronged strategy to convert the

Northeast into the most powerful

food producing hub of the country.

His two points are (a) helping small

farmers scale up production and

connecting them directly to the

market outside the Northeast, and

(b) encouraging contract farming.

The youth who have returned af-

ter working outside must have def-

initely seen how hard-working peo-

ple outside are. These youth, who

were for long only exposed to a cul-

ture of agitations, donation-collec-

tion, militancy, idleness and hope-

lessness, must have, after working

outside, definitely understood what

dignity of labour and work culture

exactly mean. It is encouraging to

see that some such youth of Gola-

ghat district, led by one Loken Ta-

muly, have already formed a group

and have declared that they would

do all kinds of jobs, from working in

fields to TV repairing to catering to

cleaning toilets and septic tanks.

Former Schlumberger petro-

physicist Prodip Kumar Saikia of

Dhemaji, who runs a resort called

Bogibil Eco Resort, has in a Face-

book post said he has already start-

ed procuring vegetables from Dhe-

maji village farmers and supplying

those to the Dibrugarh market. His

resort will soon become a whole-

sale centre.

One Bornali Sarma Boruah has

announced through Facebook

launching of a job-site for rehabilita-

tion of those youth who have re-

turned from other States. She in-

tends to enrol all those having skills

in agriculture, animal husbandry,

handloom and handicraft, farm man-

agement, fertilizer, food processing,

marketing in these sectors.

Some organizations have already

set examples which will inspire.

Like Sitajakhala Dugdha Utpadak

Samabay Samiti – established over

60 years ago – has revitalized with

the entry of young professionals

having various exposures and back-

grounds. These are rays of hope. As-

sam can bank on that now.

Covid-19 and scope for Blue Revolution in Assam
ockdown is a strategy to

slow down the transmis-

sion of Covid-19 and

thereby saving lives. The

impact of lockdown due to Covid-

19 is both short and long term in

the agriculture sector, fishery in

particular. The full range of activi-

ties required to deliver fish and fish

products from production to the fi-

nal consumer is subject to indirect

impacts of the pandemic through

new sanitary measures, changing

consumer demands, market access

or logistical problems related to

transportation and border restric-

tions. This in turn has a damaging

effect on fish farmers’ livelihoods,

as well as on food security and nu-

trition for populations that rely

heavily on fish for animal protein

and essential micronutrients.

The quality fish seed is the main

input for fish farming practices

which determine the overall pro-

duction scenario of fish. The

progress of the inland fishery, par-

ticularly the culture sector, is at-

tributed to the success of induced

breeding technique. The term qual-

ity fish seed refers to prescribed

species, of standard size, healthy,

ability to grow fast in pond envi-

ronment and disease resistant.

Generally, it is reported that the

n  Dhruba Jyoti Sharma, Sanjay Sarma

seed producers use the same stock

for breeding purpose year after

year resulting inbreeding and pro-

duction of poor quality seed. The

seed produced from collected

brood stock from natural sources

such as rivers, tributaries, beels,

etc., has reported more than 17%

growth and more than 28% sur-

vivability than that of seed produc-

tion from pond-reared fish.

Assam is bestowed with rich fish-

ery resources in the form of wet-

lands, beels, ponds, tanks, etc., in-

cluding two major river systems –

the Brahmaputra and the Barak

and their tributaries. The State is

also rich in diverse ichthyofauna

with almost all freshwater species

available in the country. The State,

from all the water resources, has

achieved a fish production level of

about 333 million kgs (2018-19)

which is about 6% more than the

previous year. The State is the third

highest producer of fish seed in the

country with production of aver-

age 8000 million fish fry annually

for the last two years. However,

standard sized fish seed of quality

fingerlings at the right time is yet

to be achieved uniformly through-

out the State.

With a view to address some of

the constraints attributed to inade-

quate fish production in the State,

the Government has recently tak-

en up several measures with a ho-

listic approach. One of the impor-

tant measures is enactment of As-

sam Fishery Rule, 1953 (amended

2005) and Assam Fish Seed Rule,

2010, the first of its kind in the coun-

try. As per the Act, it is mandatory

for all those persons who are seed

producers, growers, importers,

exporters, etc., to register their

names and have to obtain licence

from the District Fisheries Devel-

opment Officer concerned. The

massive awareness programme on

quality fish seed is the need of the

hour among fish seed producers,

growers and distributors. It has to

be organized extensively to illus-

trate the importance of quality fish

seed for higher fish production and

to accelerate the Blue Revolution

process in the State. Without avail-

ability of quality seed at the farm-

ers’ doorstep at the right time and

without eco-friendly methods

adapted in fish farming, the Blue

Revolution will be a far cry. The

initiatives from the Government,

fishery research institutes and ed-

ucated youths will definitely ex-

punge problems faced by the fish

farmers for non-availability of qual-

ity seed in near future.

There are some restrictions as

per the Assam Fishery Rule, 1953

for catching the gravid fish from the

proclaimed fisheries and using some

kinds of fishing nets at the pro-

claimed fisheries such as  catching

of brood fish (fish carrying eggs and

sperm) of the following species –

Rohu, Catla (Bahu), Mrigal, Mali

(Calbasu), Chital, Kharia, Pithia

(Mahasol), Gharia and Kuri (Gon-

ius) is prohibited during the sea-

son beginning from the first day of

the month of April and ending on

the 15th day of the month of July, in

any proclaimed fishery. Again, the

catching and killing, by any meth-

od, of fish for any purpose whatso-

ever including consumption and

selling of undersized fish of the fol-

lowing species – Rohu, Catla, Mri-

gal, Chital, Kharia, Pithia (Ma-

hasol), Gharia below 23 cm in

length and Mali (Calbasu), Gonius,

Kurhi/Bhangan below 10 cm in

length is prohibited between the

first day of August and October

31. Thai Magur (Clarius gariepi-

nus) and the big head carp (Hy-

pophthalmichthys nobilis) is

banned for fish culture because

these two species are not compat-

ible for composite fish farming.

Assam is identified as the hotspot

of freshwater biodiversity. The rich

natural resources of the State har-

bour a good number of fish species.

So far, about 216 fish species have

been reported to be present in the

L

Assam because of this dependency.

The State ministries of

Agriculture, Commerce, Industry,

etc., almost always look like

defunct ones, with hardly anything

of note on the ground. The State

cannot aspire to be a developed

State, until there is sufficient

generation of wealth and income

in the State itself. The State

Government should incentivize

local produce and services, and at

the same time impose levies on

imports from mainland India. The

State Government machinery

must have faith in local capability

and improve the ecosystem

drastically, and immediately, with

‘Assam, from and of, Assam’.

Yours etc., D BHUTIA, RG

Baruah Road, Guwahati.

Longing for rebirth
Sir, – Loss of trust will take

time to recover. How long will it

take before folks are comfortable

going for a festival again? Or when

will the house-owners feel

comfortable letting a stranger into

their house to rent it? How long

will it take for countries with high

infection rate to be deemed clear

so that their citizens can come

visiting our Assam as tourists

again? It will take some time for

sure, may be four years or more.

After any prolonged period of

crisis, there is a strong desire for

rebirth and renewal. After a war,

there is a post-war boom. The

citizens of a country that has been

at war are weary of death and

destruction and with peace comes

a second chance at life and a

tremendous burst of creative

energy and economy-building.

There is pent up demand for

products and services; people are

eager to get back to work and to

invest and to shop. Hopefully, that

rebirth will also be a part of the

new world. Yours etc., ROMEL

KACHARI, Dibrugarh.

State economy
Sir, – Very recently, the

Government of Assam has

constituted an economic advisory

committee headed by Subhas Ch

Das, retired IAS officer, to

recommend measures to revitalize

the State economy, slowed down in

the wake of the Covid-19 pandem-

ic. Apparently there is a financial

crisis in the State so far the public

income (inflow of revenue to the

State exchequer from various

sources) is concerned. The

economic condition of the people is

deteriorating day by day due to

lack of economic efficiency and

equity. To prevent the spreading of

the pandemic, public movement

has been restricted in accordance

with the rules. The economical as

well as social activities are forced

to close down causing an impact on

public economics. Our economy is

based on agriculture; 69% of the

State population are directly

related to it. But, surprisingly, the

needful agricultural mechanization

is neither implemented to the

extent required to produce greater

quantities of crops nor are the

value chains and food systems

developed to render post-harvest,

processing and marketing activities

efficient and effective. Most of the

perishable crops are being sold at

the lowest rates only for the

shortage of cold storage facilities.

Articles (within 1000-1100 words) and

Letters to the Editor for publication in

the editorial page may be sent to the

email ID: editor@assamtribune.com.

When the lockdown finally gets over

The purchase of crops by the FCI

and State Government agencies is

70% of the total production only.

The remaining 30% is sold in the

local markets at rates below the

government rates under compul-

sion. And they are the marginal

producers who seem to be

economically not benefited in this

process. This is to be raised to

cent percent to protect the victims

of artificial recession. So that the

rural economy will not collapse

due to artificial recession, the value

chains and the food systems must

be proactive, agricultural activities

livelier, and agricultural fields not

fallowed.

The said committee is seeking

views and suggestions from the

public. It is hoped that the

committee will look beyond the

pandemic period to rescue the

State economy. Yours etc.,

APURBA KUMAR GOGOI,

Batahghuli, Guwahati.

region which is approximately 30%

of the total Indian freshwater fishes.

Unlimited exploitation of untapped

wild germplasm resources is the

most undesirable thing to happen

where the State needs a strategy

for sustainable utilization of resourc-

es as well as development and en-

hancement of potential untapped

fishery resources.

The scenario predicts that if the

anticipated global recession, due to

the effects of Covid-19, was to trig-

ger a reduction in the growth rate

of GDP between two and ten per-

centage points in all countries in

2020, then the number of under-

nourished people in net food-im-

porting countries would increase

by 14.4 million to 80.3 million, with

the majority of the increase com-

ing from low-income countries.

In order to make a sustainable

venture for contributing towards

the country’s further growth of

aquaculture, a long-term strategy

needs to be adopted. This strategy

should emphasize not only on tech-

nical feasibility and economic via-

bility, but also an approach for envi-

ronment friendly and social accept-

ability. There has to be a thrust on

biodiversity, habitat and resource

conservation. However, the posi-

tive aspect of aquaculture is that it

can develop continuously with min-

imum environmental disturbance.

n  Rajib Prakash Baruah
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GUWAHATI, May 17: The Assam College

Librarians’ Association (ACLA) has undertak-

en an initiative during the lockdown to train

faculty members of colleges and institutions

and library and information science profes-

sionals on e-resources and the latest software

of the inter-university centre of UGC-IN-

FLIBNET, to create a strong network of li-

braries across the State.

As part of its initiative, the ACLA’s ICT cell

today conducted a webinar at the Girijananda

Chowdhury Institute of Pharmaceutical Sci-

ence, Guwahati, on online e-resources for ca-

pacity building of the faculty members.

Electronic resources are documents in dig-

ital format accessible electronically from any

part of the globe. E-journals, e-books, online

database in varied digital formats are the var-

ious forms of e-resources. Such resources

are grouping of information sent out in digital

format which is produced, published and dis-

Librarians’ association holds
webinar on online e-resources

tributed electronically. It can be read both

online and offline.

Recently, ACLA also successfully conduct-

ed online training on the upcoming Soul 3.0

software of INFLIBNET for library and in-

formation science professionals to help librar-

ians and faculty members of various library

and information science departments.

Considering the huge response from the

participants, two different technical sessions

of the training were conducted where more

than 185 individuals from different colleges,

universities and other institutes of North East

India took part.

The entire programme was managed and

technically handled by Dr Birender Pal, coor-

dinator, ICT cell, ACLA and librarian, Kalia-

bor College. Scientists from Information and

Library Network (INFLIBNET) centre – an

inter-university centre of UGC – and re-

source persons Yatrik Patel, Dr HG Hosama-

ni and Divyakant R Vaghela imparted the on-

line training.

Cong facilitates
migrant workers’

return to WB
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: The State unit of Congress

party today arranged for transportation of 119 migrant

workers hailing from West Bengal who were stranded

at various places in Assam due to the nationwide lock-

down.

The Congress party arranged five buses to transport

the stranded persons. The chartered buses departed

from the ISBT here at 11 am this morning for Howrah

in West Bengal.

The 119 migrant workers of West Bengal were

stranded in Kamrup Metro, Kamrup and Cachar dis-

tricts. It is noteworthy that Congress president Sonia

Gandhi had recently directed all Pradesh Congress Com-

mittees to facilitate transportation of migrant workers

and other stranded people across the country.

Accordingly, the entire expenditure for hiring of the

five chartered buses and for transportation of the mi-

grant workers from Assam to West Bengal has been

borne by the State Congress.

“Crores of people have been affected on account of

the lockdown and among the worst sufferers are the

migrant workers. This has happened on account of the

short-sightedness of the government and its failure to

formulate proper plans,” said State Congress presi-

dent Ripun Bora.

He added that the State Congress has also started a

helpline to facilitate return of people of Assam who are

stranded in other states.

Tributes being paid to journalist Parag Kumar Das on his 24th death anniversary, in Guwahati on Sunday. – UB photos

Nadda holds
video conference
with State BJP
unit on COVID
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17:

BJP national president JP

Nadda today held a video

conference with the core

committee of the State unit

of the party regarding the

prevailing COVID-19

pandemic and other issues.

Chief Minister Sarba-

nanda Sonowal, State BJP

president Ranjeet Kumar

Dass and other senior

office-bearers of the ruling

party participated in the

meeting.

Nadda appreciated the

steps taken by the Assam

government to prevent the

spread of COVID-19 and

called upon the government

to continue with the efforts.

He asked the State BJP

to appoint observers for

each constituency and to

monitor and evaluate the

performance of the party’s

legislators.

During the video

conference, the participants

also discussed the issue of

the BTC elections, which

have been postponed on

account of the pandemic.

Fake notes
seized, 2 held
CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 17:

The Basistha police and the

City Crime Branch on

Sunday arrested two

women after fake notes

were seized from them.

They have been identi-

fied as Laishram Sanahabi

Devi from Manipur and

Sangita Basumatary from

Saukuchi, Kamrup Metro.

Based on a tip-off, raids

were conducted at

Bamunpara and Kerakuchi

areas of the city last night. A

huge amount of fake Rs 500

notes were seized from

them. The police also seized

three cell phones from their

possession. A case has been

registered in this regard.

Central Govt
slammed
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17:

The State committee of the

Communist Party of India

(Marxist) on Sunday

slammed the BJP-led Union

government over its

decision to privatise coal, oil,

defence, space, electricity,

nuclear, airports, etc.,

sectors of the country as

part of the ‘Atmanirbharshil

Bharat’. The party opined

that this move of the

government is not only

“anti-people” but will also

affect the self-reliant

economy and sovereignty of

the country.

Blood donation
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17:

The members of Marwari

Yuva Manch have donated

30 to 35 units of blood daily

amidst the lockdown in

different parts of the

region, a statement issued

by the organisation said.

The Manch has also been

providing relief materials

and other assistance to

lakhs of people amid the

lockdown with the help of

its more than 4,000

members across the

northeastern region.

Spl trains have brought over
5,000 people to NE so far

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: The ‘Passenger Spe-

cial’ trains, services of which were started on

May 12, have so far ferried more than 5,000

commuters to the Northeast Frontier Rail-

way (NFR) zone from other parts of the coun-

try.

“Till today morning, more than 5,000 pas-

sengers travelled by the 02424 New Delhi-

Dibrugarh Passenger Special in four trips.

Similarly, nearly 4,500 passengers boarded and

de-boarded in stations within NFR zone by

making journey on the 02423 Dibrugarh-New

Delhi Passenger Special. It is evident that

many people are availing the newly introduced

facility of such passenger special trains,” said

Subhanan Chanda, Chief Public Relations Of-

ficer (CPRO) of NFR.

He added that a weekly Passenger Special

train service will start from tomorrow and it

will connect Agartala in Tripura with New

Delhi. It is intended to provide connectivity

to the people of Tripura, Manipur and Mizo-

ram, apart from the districts of Barak Valley.

The Ministry of Railways had on May 12

restarted passenger train services by initially

starting with the running of 15 pairs of Pas-

senger Special trains in specific routes con-

necting 15 important cities of the country with

New Delhi.

In the NFR zone, the 02423/02424 Dibru-

garh-New Delhi-Dibrugarh (Daily) Passenger

Special started running from New Delhi with

effect from May 12 and from Dibrugarh with

effect from May 14 with stoppages only at

Mariani, Dimapur, Lumding, Guwahati,

Kokrajhar, New Jalpaiguri, Katihar Junction,

Barauni Junction, Danapur, Pandit Deen Day-

al Upadhyaya Junction, Prayagraj Junction and

Kanpur Central stations during its journeys

both ways.

The 02501/02502 Agartala-New Delhi-

Agartala (Weekly) Passenger Special will run

from Agartala with effect from May 18 and

from New Delhi with effect from May 20 with

stoppages only at Badarpur Junction, Guwa-

hati, Kokrajhar, New Jalpaiguri, Katihar Junc-

tion, Barauni Junction, Patliputra, Pandit Deen

Dayal Upadhyaya Junction and Kanpur Cen-

tral stations during its journey both ways.

Besides the Passenger Special trains, thou-

sands of stranded people have also reached

the NFR zone on the Shramik Special trains.

Safe transit of migrants stressed

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: Al-

together 3,51,320 quintals of

free rice have been allotted

for the northeastern states as

an additional allotment by the

Central government for dis-

tribution among migrants

who are not covered under

the National Food Security

Act (NFSA) and do not pos-

sess PDS cards under the

state scheme.

“Under the Atma Nirbhar

Bharat Abhiyaan, the Gov-

ernment of India has allocat-

ed free foodgrain for the mi-

grants and migrant labourers

and their families who are

not covered under NFSA or

state scheme PDS cards at

3,51,320 quintals of free
rice allotted to NE states

the rate of 5 kg per person

per month free of cost for

two months (May and June)

to mitigate their plight dur-

ing this precarious COVID-

19 situation. The Govern-

ment of India will bear the

entire cost on account of such

distribution, including food

subsidy, intra-state transpor-

tation, dealers margin and ad-

ditional dealers margin,

among other things, without

any sharing by the states and

Union Territories (UTs). Al-

together 3,51,320 quintals of

free rice have been allotted

under the scheme as an addi-

tional allotment for the sev-

en states of the Northeast.

The Central government has

directed the Food Corpora-

tion of India (FCI) to supply

free foodgrain to the respec-

tive state governments for

further distribution among

the migrants,” said Anurag

Gupta, Executive Director,

FCI (North East Zone).

Gupta has requested the

NE states to immediately

start lifting of rice allotted

under the scheme and also

directed FCI field offices to

supply free rice to the state

governments on requisition.

He said adequate foodgrains

are available at the FCI de-

pots in all seven states to

meet demand under all

schemes, including NFSA,

PMGKAY, and the additional

allotment under the new

scheme for migrants.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: Al-

leging large-scale corruption

in implementation of the

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-

man Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

scheme in Assam, State

Congress president Ripun

Bora has called upon the

Central government to or-

der a CBI enquiry into the

matter.

Assam Pradesh Congress

Committee (APCC) presi-

dent Ripun Bora has written

to Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on the issue.

“Among (the) series of

economic relief declared by

the Government of India as

compensation during the

lockdown period, PM Kisan

Samman Nidhi is also one of

such major schemes of the

government. Under this

scheme, 31 lakh kisans in

Large-scale graft in Central
scheme implementation alleged

Assam is (sic) targeted to

benefit with the cash grant

of Rs 2,000 per instalment

for three instalments by way

of bank transfer. But while

electing beneficiaries, seri-

ous anomalies and manipu-

lations have (been) done,”

Bora stated.

He alleged that in most of

the cases, the genuine farm-

ers have not been selected.

Bora stated that there were

many instances of govern-

ment employees, business-

men and economically well-

off people got their names

included in the list of benefi-

ciaries.

“There is large-scale in fa-

vouritism in selection of

beneficiaries. For example,

more than five persons are

(sic) selected in a family,”

Bora stated, adding that

there have been cases where

panchayat representatives,

who have been entrusted

with preparing the list of

beneficiaries, have included

their own names as well as

that of their kith and kin.

“In many places, the vil-

lage-wise beneficiaries’ lists

have been prepared by in-

cluding names of beneficiar-

ies from outside the villages.

The entire scam had (sic)

been very widely circulated

in print, electronic and social

media in Assam. In many

places, in spite of the lock-

down, the deprived people

come (sic) out of home and

staged dharna and protest on

the National Highway. Atul

Bora, Agriculture Minister of

Assam, admitted on record

that anomalies and manipu-

lation (have been) commit-

ted in the selection of benefi-

ciaries. In Morigaon district,

nearly 22,000 bogus and un-

deserving names are includ-

ed in the list,” Bora stated.

He added that a few offi-

cials of the Agriculture de-

partment have been placed

under suspension in the case

and that members of the

public have lodged FIR

against the district agricul-

ture officer of Nalbari at the

local police station.

“According to an estimate

made by a number of organ-

isations and media houses,

out of 31 lakh beneficiaries,

more than 40 per cent ben-

eficiaries are bogus... There

are large-scale corruption

and manipulation in select-

ing the beneficiaries at each

gaon panchayat... I urge upon

you to hand over this seri-

ous corruption case to CBI

to enquire into details and

to bring to book the culprits

involved in the scam,” Bora

wrote in his letter to the

Prime Minister.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17: Na-

tional Road Safety Network,

a coalition of leading road

safety experts and organiza-

tions from across the coun-

try, today shared recommen-

dations with the Home Sec-

retary to ensure safe transit

of migrants during the na-

tionwide lockdown.

Road crashes kill around

1,50,000 people every year

and have continued to wreak

havoc even during the coro-

navirus-induced lockdown. 

As part of the Road Safety

Network, Consumers’ Legal

Protection Forum, Assam

and Consumer VOICE,

New Delhi, have been main-

taining a ‘Road Crash

Tracker’ to document road

crash deaths and traffic vio-

lations during the lockdown

from March 24 till date.

So far, 1,176 road crashes

with 321 fatalities have been

documented.  

“We have submitted a list

of 15 recommendations to

ensure the safety of migrants

travelling on road. The rec-

ommendations are aimed at

mitigating specific risk fac-

tors like speeding, driving

while fatigued, overcrowd-

ing, etc. Some of the recom-

mendations are specifically

towards the safety of mi-

grant workers returning

home,” said, Ashim Sanyal,

COO, Consumer VOICE.  

“While we welcome the

decision by the Ministry of

Home Affairs to run special

trains and buses for ferrying

migrants, students and

stranded tourists to their

hometowns, we remain con-

cerned about the safety of

drivers and passengers on

journeys by road,” said the

letter addressed to the Un-

ion Home Secretary.

Media reports indicate that

driver fatigue combined with

speeding has been responsi-

ble for the recent crashes. 

Risk factors like speeding,

driving while fatigued, not

wearing helmets continue to

be responsible for the fatali-

ties across the states.

Speeding on empty roads

has been one of the most

common reasons for road

deaths. There is an urgent

need to effectively enforce

speed limits, said advocate

Ajoy Hazarika, secretary,

Consumers’ Legal Protec-

tion Forum, Assam.

Assam is ranked 18th in

terms of accident-related

deaths in 2018. Hazarika add-

ed that the incidence should

come down through proper

implementation of MVA Act.

In order to assist the Cen-

tre to keep the road-users,

especially passengers using

the migrant bus services safe

during these journeys, the

Road Safety Network has

shared a set of safety proto-

cols with the government.

The measures proposed

include temporary lanes for

cyclists and pedestrians on

highways and urban roads,

thorough briefing to bus driv-

ers on emergency protocols,

identifying rest areas where

food and water can be pro-

vided to travellers, engaging

drivers well-trained in long-

distance driving and familiar

with particular terrain.

Musician helps
stranded Assamese
people return home

ABINASH KALITA

GUWAHATI, May 17: Musician Manash Robin has helped

a group of 41 Assamese people who were stranded in Tel-

angana since the lockdown, to reach home after getting a

request on the social media.

Unable to get any help from the government, a member

of the group had approached the musician, seeking help

through Facebook.

“One of the members of the group had given me a Face-

book message asking for help on April 30. In the initial

period, I told them to stay where they were as the govern-

ment had taken several measures to bring back the strand-

ed migrants and students to the State. But later, they in-

formed me that most of them were not benefited by the

schemes or any help being provided to them by the State

government,” Robin said.

The group members – all of them are working in private

factories – reached Guwahati this evening after covering a

distance of nearly 2,500 km.

“The group also includes pregnant women and chil-

dren. I have been in regular touch with them. The group

had decided to come to their native places by bus. I sup-

ported their decision and helped them in arranging a bus

which cost more than Rs 4.15 lakh to travel to the State.

Moreover, they also paid around Rs 30,000 at the toll

gates,” he added.

The musician further said it is very sad that despite the

government boasting about many schemes for the migrants,

a lot of people are not getting any benefit.

MANASH PRATIM DUTTA

GUWAHATI, May 17: Amidst this medical

emergency and lockdown, maintaining good

mental health has become a great challenge

for everyone. The situation has turned more

critical for children as psychiatrists are appre-

hending a rise in cases of post-traumatic stress

disorder among many

children in the coming

days.

“Amid the lockdown, I

have been attending to a

number of children. For

most of them, being con-

fined inside their homes

for a long period has be-

come a critical issue. At

the same time, the COV-

ID-19 induced anxiety and

stress result in nightmares in most cases. More-

over, during lockdown hours, internet addic-

tion among the children is also growing rapid-

ly,” city-based psychiatrist Dr Sangeeta Datta

said.

It is noteworthy that during the lockdown

hours, use of the internet among children has

increased exponentially, as many educational

institutions have started online classes to

keep the academic activities on.

As many children are spending their lock-

down days using smartphones, they can de-

velop internet addiction that is not at all

healthy, Dr Datta opined.

She further informed that in case of ado-

lescents, too, it is challenging to cope with

the prevailing situation.

“The current scenario has put parents in a

very tricky situation. The parents should mo-

tivate their children to understand the actual

spirit of life,” she stated.

According to Dr Datta, a

child, in general, doesn’t

have the maturity level to

understand a medical

emergency situation like

the present one. The lock-

down-induced mental

stress will cause anxiety

and the young generation

may suffer from sleepless-

ness, nightmare, lack of pa-

tience, etc., she added.

In the case of adolescents, it may also in-

crease the suicidal tendency as most of them

are not in a position to accept the change.

Commenting on the online classes and ex-

amination, she opined that such initiatives are

necessary for such a challenging time to chan-

nelise the potential of youths to keep them

away from online games, sex, etc.

But, she emphasised that the continuation

of online classes will not be necessary as soon

as the situation returns to normal.

Pandemic, lockdown give rise
in stress disorders among kids

LOCAL FORECAST:

Partly cloudy sky with
one or two spells of rain/
t h u n d e r s h o w e r s .
Maximum and  mini-
mum temperatures
are most likely to be
33°C & 22°C
respectively on
Monday.

TEMPERATURE:
Max 31.8° C

Min 19.6° C

WEATHER

GUWAHATI



Sr. Survey / Plot Type of Land Nature of Area Area
No. Number Land (in Local Unit) (in Hectare)

1 2 3 4 5 6

58 363 Government no. ba. 0,0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
59 367 Government Sreni nai 0.0040000(Hectare) 0,0040000
60 368/88 Private Foring 0.0900000(Hectare) 0.0900000
61 369/90 Private Chandina no 2 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
62 380 Government Sreni nai 0.0300000(Hectare) 0.0300000
63 381 Government Sreni nai 0.0770000(Hectare) 0.0770000
64 382/ 191 Private Salitoli 0.0090000(Hectare) 0.0090000
65 383 / 152 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
66 387 Government Foring 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
67 415 Government Sreni nai 0.0070000(Hectare) 0.0070000
68 43/ 12 Private Lahi 0.0480000(Hectare) 0.0480000
69 44 Government Sreni nai 0.0360000(Hectare) 0.0360000
70 45 Government Sreni nai 0.0240000(Hectare) 0.0240000
71 47 Government Sreni nai 0.1210000(Hectare) 0.1210000
72 471/21 Private Salitoli 0.0260000(Hectare) 0.0260000
73 49/ 13 Private Bari 0.0090000(Hectare) 0.0090000
74 50/ 14 Private Bari 0.0190000(Hectare) 0.0190000
75 51 /15 Private Bari 0.0170000(Hectare) 0.0170000
76 52/ 16 Private Bari 0.0140000(Hectare) 0.0140000
77 53 /17 Private Bari 0.0210000(Hectare) 0.0210000
78 54/57 Private Bari 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
79 55/19 Private Bari 0.0090000(Hectare) 0.0090000
80 56/20 Private Bari 0.0220000(Hectare) 0.0220000
81 57/21 Private Bari 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000
82 58/ 17 Private Foring 0.0360000(Hectare) 0.0360000
83 59/41 Private No Bari 0.0420000(Hectare) 0.0420000
84 60/23 Private Bari 0.0300000(Hectare) 0.0300000
85 61/24 Private Bari 0.0280000(Hectare) 0.0280000
86 62 Government Sreni nai 0.0500000(Hectare) 0.0500000
87 64 Government Sreni nai 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
88 65 Government Sreni nai 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
89 66 Government Sreni nai 0.1260000(Hectare) 0.1260000
90 67 Govemment Salitoli 0.3900000(Hectare) 0.3900000
91 68 Government Sreni nai 0.0500000(Hectare) 0.0500000
92 69/54 Private Bari 0.2400000 (Hectare) 0.2400000
93 70/238 Private Lahi 0.1590000(Hectare) 0.1590000
94 71 Government Lahi 0.1000000(Hectare) 0.1000000
95 72 Govemment Lahi 0.0770000(Hectare) 0.0770000
96 73/30 Government Lahi 0.0840000(Hectare) 0.0840000
97 74/31 Private Lahi 0.2290000(Hectare) 0.2290000
98 75/47 Private Foring 0.2080000(Hectare) 0.2080000
99 84/21 Private Foring 0.0530000(Hectare) 0.0530000
100 85/17 Private Foring 0.0490000(Hectare) 00490000
101 89/16 Private Foring 0.0360000(Hectare) 0.0360000
102 90 Government Foring 0.0240000(Hectare) 0.0240000

Taluk: Srijangram

Village: Balajani (Chachapani)

1 113/112 Private Salitoli 0.0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
2 114/153 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
3 120 Government Sreni nai 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
4 585 Govemment Bari 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
5 586/223 Private Baparir thai 0.0003000(Hectare) 0.0003000
6 587 /66 Private Bari 0.0060000(Hectare) 0.0060000
7 588/223 Private Bari 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
8 589 /291 Private Bari 0.0120000(Hectare) 0.0120000
9 590/141 Private Bari 0.0060000(Hectare) 0.0060000
10 591/224 Private Bari 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000
11 592/384 Private Bari 0.0070000(Hectare) 0.0070000
12 599/160 Private Bari 0.0170000(Hectare) 0.0170000
13 65 Government Sreni nai 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
14 70 Government Sreni nai 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
15 75/331 Private Baparir Thai 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
16 76 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0040000(Hectare) 0.0040000
17 81/144 Private Bari 0.0110000(Hectare) 0.0110000
18 82/303 Private Bari 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
19 85/152 Private Bari 0.0060000(Hectare) 0.0060000
20 87/198 Private Bari 0.0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
21 88/170 Private Bari 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
22 89 /275 Private Bari 0.0180000(Hectare) 0.0180000

Village:Kakoijana, Part-1

1 537 Government Sreni nai 0.0070000(Hectare) 0.0070000
2 538 Government Sreni nai 0.1020000(Hectare) 0.1020000
3 539 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0640000(Heetare) 0.0640000

Village: Koimari Lohorapara

1 108/277 Private Salitoli 0.1470000(Hectare) 0.1470000
2 110/85 Private Salitoli 0.0380000(Hectare) 0.0380000
3 111 /37 Private Salitoli 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000
4 41 /4 Government Sreni nai 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
5 42/311 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
6 43 / 184 Private Salitoli 0.0160000(Hectare) 0.0160000
7 144/185 Private Salitoli 0.0340000(Hectare) 0.0340000
8 45/3 Private Salitoli 0.0520000(Hectare) 0.0520000
9 60/219 Private Salitoli 0.1630000(Hectare) 0.1630000
10 61 / 125 Private Salitoli 0.0900000(Hectare) 0.0900000
11 62/160 Private Salitoli 0.2130000(Hectare) 0.2130000
12 643/286 Private Salitoli 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000
13 686/83 Private Salitoli 0.0950000(Hectare) 0.0950000
14 79/258 Private Salitoli 0.1230000(Hectare) 0.1230000
15 81 /302 Private Salitoli 0.2280000(Hectare) 0.2280000
16 83 / 98 Private Salitoli 0.1060000(Hectare) 0.1060000

Village: Kuchiya kata

1 636 Government Sreni nai 0.0760000(Hectare) 0.0760000
2 89/324 Private Bari 0.0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
3 100/34 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
4 120/38 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
5 420/82 Private Bari 0.0040000(Hectare) 0.0040000
6 421 Government Sreni nai 0.0090000(Hectare) 0.0090000
7 422/261 Private Salitoli 0.0410000(Hectare) 0.0410000
8 425/15 Private Salitoli 0.0560000(Hectare) 0.0560000
9 426/370 Private Salitoli 0.0820000(Hectare) 0.0820000
10 427/216 Private Farming 0.0370000(Hectare) 0.0370000
11 429/114 Private Bari 0.0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
12 630 Government Sreni nai 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
13 634/340 Government Salitoli 0.0980000(Hectare) 0.0980000
14 635/272 Private Salitoli 0.0230000(Hectare) 0.0230000
15 90/210 Private Bari 0.0090000(Hectare) 0.0090000
16 91/32 Private Bari 0.0710000(Hectare) 0.0710000
17 92 Government Sreni nai 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000

Village: Noyapara

1 452 Government Sreni nai 0.0000200(Hectare) 0.0000200
2 453/55 Private Bari 0.0140000(Hectare) 0.0140000
3 454/197 Private Bari 0.0110000(Hectare) 0.0110000
4 455/199 Private Salitoli 0.0310000(Hectare) 0.0310000
5 465 Government Sreni nai 0.0030000(Hectare) 0.0030000
6 468 Government Sreni nai 0.1720000(Hectare) 0.1720000
7 470 Govemment Bari 0.0002000(Hectare) 0.0002000
8 471 Govemment Bari 0.0260000(Hectare) 0.0260000
9 487 Government Sreni nai 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
10 488 Government Foring 0.1020000(Hectare) 0.1020000
11 489 Govemment Bari 0.0180000(Hectare) 0.0180000
12 490 Govemment Bari 0.0060000(Hectare) 0.0060000
13 496 Government Sreni nai 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000
14 505/282 Private Bari 0.0080000(Hectare) O.0080000
15 506/ 105 Private Salitoli 0.0990000(Hectare) 0.0990000
16 515 /81 Private Salitoli 0.0400000(Hectare) 0.0400000
17 516/8 Private Salitoli 0.0770000(Hectare) 0.0770000
18 517/9 Private Salitoli 0.1060000(Hectare) 0.1060000
19 518 / 237 Private Salitoli 0.1740000(Hectare) 0.1740000
20 540/204 Private Bari 0.0480000(Hectare) 0.0480000
21 557 Government Bari 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000

Village: Thakurani Khorapara

1 78/286 Private Salitoli 0.0400000(Hectare) 0.0400000
2 79/16 Private Salitoli 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000

Village: Tulungiya Pt- I

1 377/157 Private Bari 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
2 411 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
3 72/61 Private Salitoli 0.0340000(Hectare) 0.0340000
4 74 Govemment Sreni nai 0.1450000(Hectare) 0.1450000
5 78 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000

Village: Tulungiya Pt II

1 360/131 Private Bari 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000

Total 12.3065 12.3065

[F. No. 570009/3A]
RAJESH GUPTA, Dy. Secy.

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 27th April, 2020

S.O. 1375(E).— In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3A of the National Highways Act, 1956 (48 of
1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government, after being satisfied that for the public purpose, the land,
the brief description of which is given in the Schedule below, is required for building (widening/two lane with paved shoulder/four
laning etc.,), maintenance, management and operation of NH117 in the stretch of land from Km 0 to Km14.063 (DC office
Bongaigaon) in the district of BONGAIGAON in the state of ASSAM, hereby declares its intention to acquire such land.

Any person interested in the said land may, within twenty-one days from the date of publication of this notification in the Official
Gazette, object to the use of such land for the aforesaid purpose under sub-section(1) of section 3C of the said Act.

Every such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority, namely, Additional Deputy Commissioner Bongaingaon in
writing and shall set out the grounds thereof and the Competent Authority shall give the objector an opportunity of being heard,
either in person or by a legal practitioner, and may, after hearing all such objections and after making such further enquiry, if any,
as the Competent Authority thinks necessary, by order, either allow or disallow the objections.

Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2) of section 3C of the said Act shall be final.

The land plans and other details of the land to be acquired under their notification are available and can be inspected by the
interested person at the aforesaid office of the Competent Authority.

SCHEDULE

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structures falling NH117 in the stretch of land from
NH117 (DC office Bongaingaon) in the district of BONGAIGAON in the state of ASSAM

State: ASSAM  District:  BONGAIGAON

Sr. Survey / Plot Type of Land Nature of Area Area
No. Number Land (in Local Unit) (in Hectare)

1 2 3 4 5 6

Taluk:  Bijni

Village: Garugaon Part  1

1 111/135 Private Salitoli 0.0140000(Hectare) 0.0140000
2 1 Government Foring 0.0210000(Hectare) 0.0210000
3 10 Government Foring 0.0360000(Hectare) 0.0360000
4 109/ 139 Private Salitoli 0.0940000(Hectare) 0.0940000
5 11 Government Foring 0.0380000(Hectare) 0.0380000
6 110/136 Private Salitoli 0.0880000(Hectare) 0.0880000
7 12/83 Private Foring 0.0430000(Hectare) 0.0430000
8 129/29 Private Foring 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
9 13/21 Private Salitoli 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
10 130 Government Foring 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
11 131 Government Foring 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
12 132/ 109 Private Foring 0.0650000 (Hectare)  0.0650000
13 133 Government Foring 0.0570000(Hectare) 0.0570000
14 134 Government Foring 0.1100000(Hectare) 0.1100000
15 135/ 137 Private No Bari 0.0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
16 149/124 Private Foring 0.0900000(Hectare) 0.0900000
17 150 Government Foring 0.0190000(Hectare) 0.0190000
18 151 /33 Private Foring 0.1430000(Hectare) 0.1430000
19 154/ 160 Private Foring 0.0190000(Hectare) 0.0190000
20 155 Govemment Foring 0.0280000(Hectare) 0.0280000
21 156 Govemment Foring 0.1100000(Hectare) 0.1100000
22 24 Government Sreni nai 0.0040000(Hectare) 0.0040000
23 58/73 Private Foring 0 0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
24 59/73 Private No Bari 0.0060000(Hectare) 0.0060000
25 6 Government Sreni nai 0.0940000(Hectare) 0.0940000
26 67/100 Private Foring 0.0480000(Hectare) 0.0480000
27 68 / 26 Private Foring 0.0250000(Hectare) 0.0250000
28 7/92 Private Foring 0.0920000(Hectare) 0.0920000
29 70 Government Foring 0.0690000(Hectare) 0.0690000
30 71 Government Foring 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
31 72 Government Foring 0. 0160000(Hectare) 0.0160000
32 73 Government Foring 0.0340000(Hectare) 0.0340000
33 74 Government Foring 0.0580000 (Hectare) 0.0580000
34 75 Goverment Foring 0.0380000(Hectare) 0.0380000
35 77 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0250000(Hectare) 0.0250000
36 82/26 Private Foring 0.0230000(Hectare) 0.0230000
37 83 Government Foring 0.0760000(Hectare) 0.0760000
38  9/99 Private Foring 0.1860000(Hectare) 0.1860000

Village:  Garugaon Part 2

1 162/14 Private Foring 0.0520000(Hectare) 0.0520000
2 163 Govemment Foring 0.0770000(Hectare) 0.0770000
3 165 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0380000(Hectare) 0.0380000
4 166 Government Foring 0.0880000(Hectare) 0.0880000
5 167 Government Foring 0.0840000(Hectare) 0.0840000
6 169 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0220000(Hectare) 0.0220000
7 169 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0280000(Hectare) 0.0280000
8 174/36 private Foring 0.0780000(Hectare) 0.0780000
9 175 Govemment Foring 0.0800000(Hectare) 0.0800000
10 176 Govemment Foring 0.1670000(Hectare) 0.1670000
11 177/12 Private Foring 0.0250000(Hectare) 0.0250000
12 196/98 Private Bari 0.0110000(Hectare) 0.0110000
13 197 Govemment Foring 0.1390000(Hectare)  0.1390000
14 200/ 28 Private Foring 0.0220000(Hectare) 0.0220000
15 208 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0130000(Hectare) 0.0130000
16 217 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
17 218 Govemment Srem nai 0.1940000(Hectare) 0.1940000
18 219 Govemment Sreni nai 0.1740000(Hectare) 0.1740000
19 220 Govemment Sreni nai 0.1260000(Hectare) 0.1260000
20 221 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0780000(Hectare) 0.0780000
21 222 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0780000(Hectare) 0.0780000
22 223/35 Private Foring 0.0140000(Hectare) 0.0140000
23 231 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0040000(Hectare) 0.0040000
24 232/33 Private No Bari 0.0040000(Hectare 0.0040000
25 247 Government Sreni nai 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000

Village:  Hapachara

1 261/143 Private Salitoli 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
2 102/38 Private Salitoli 0.2020000(Hectare) 0.2020000
3 104 Government Foring 0.0460000(Hectare) 0.0460000
4 105 Government Foring 0.0180000(Hectare) 0.0180000
5 107 Government Bari 0.0450000(Hectare) 0.0450000
6 108 Government Sreni nai 0.0080000(Hectare) 0.0080000
7 109/19 Private Bari 0.0110000(Hectare) 0.0110000
8 110/4 Private Bari 0.0120000(Hectare) 0.0120000
9 112/38 Private Bari 0.0470000(Hectare) 0.0470000
10 113/20 Private Foring 0.0250000(Hectare) 0.0250000
11 114 /25 Private Foring 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000
12 115 / 17 Private Foring 0.0320000(Hectare) 0.0320000
13 124/36 Private Bari 0.0040000(Hectare) 0.0040000
14 140 Government Sreni nai 0.0370000(Hectare) 0.0370000
15 140 Government Sreni nai 0.0100000(Hectare) 0.0100000
16 156/53 Private Foring 0.0370000(Hectare) 0.0370000
17 190/438 Private Foring 0.2260000(Hectare) 0.2260000
18 191/50 Private Poring 0.0550000(Hectare) 0.0550000
19 192/49  Private Foring 0.0370000(Hectare) 0.0370000
20 193/65 Private Foring 0.0280000(Hectare) 0.0280000
21 194/48 Private Foring 0.0150000(Hectare) 0.0150000
22 195/53 Private Foring 0.0400000(Hectare) 0.0400000
23 196 Government Sreni nai 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000
24 197 Government Sreni nai 0.0150000(Hectare) 0.0150000
25 200 Government Sreni nai 0.0200000(Hectare) 0.0200000
26 201/49 Private Foring 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
27 262 / 49 Private Salitoli 0.0110000(Hectare) 0.0110000
28 263/438 Private Salitoli 0.0150000(Hectare) 0.0150000
29 279/100 Private Salitoli 0.2090000(Hectare) 0.2090000
30 281/2 Private Salitoli 0.0440000(Hectare) 0.0440000
31 282/3 Private Salitoli 0.0470000(Hectare) 0.0470000
32 283/222 Private Chandina No 3 0.0600000(Hectare) 0.0600000
33 284 /226 Private Lahi 0.0600000(Hectare) 0.0600000
34 287/49 Private Salitoli 0.0860000(Hectare) 0.0860000
35 288/49 Private Salitoli 0.0880000(Hectare) 0.0880000
36 289/50 Private Salitoli 0.1310000(Hectare) 0.1310000
37 328 / 89 Private Foring 0.0530000(Hectare) 0.0530000
38 329 Government Sreni nai 0.0490000(Hectare) 0.0490000
39 330/91 Private Poring 0.0470000(Hectare) 0.0470000
40 331/90 Private Foring 0.1160000(Hectare) 0.1160000
41 333/90 Private Foring 0.0170000(Hectare) 0.0170000
42 334/89 Private Foring 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000
43 335/89 Private Foring 0.0520000(Hectare) 0.0520000
44 336/89 Private Foring 0.0010000(Hectare) 0.0010000
45 338/88 Private Foring 0.0640000(Hectare) 0.0640000
46 339/87 Private Foring 0.0250000(Hectare) 0.0250000
47 340/87 Private Foring 0.0050000(Hectare) 0.0050000
48 35/8 Private Bari 0.0270000(Hectare) 0.0270000
49 353 Government Foring 0. 0020000(Hectare) 0.0020000
50 354/ 197 Private Salitoli 0. 1240000(Hectare) 0.1240000
51 355 Government Bao 0.0640000(Hectare) 0.0640000
52 356 Government Sreni nai 0.0150000(Hectare) 0.0150000
53 357 Govemment Sreni nai 0.0510000(Hectare) 0.0510000
54 359 Govemment Sreni nai 0. 1250000(Hectare) 0.1250000
55 360/90 Private Foring 0.0690000(Hectare) 0.0690000
56 361 Government Foring 0.0550000(Hectare) 0.0550000
57 362 Govemment Foring 0.0530000(Hectare) 0.0530000 Janasanyog/CF/361/20
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Forecast for North Eastern

States : Rain/thundershower

is very likely to occur at most

places over Assam and

Meghalaya and at many

places over Arunachal

Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura.

Warning:  Thunderstorm with

lightning is very likely to occur

at isolated places over

Arunachal Pradesh. Thunder-

storm with lightning and gusty

wind with speed (30-40) kmph

is very likely to occur at iso-

lated places over Assam,

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura. Heavy

rain is very likely to occur at

isolated places over Assam

and Meghalaya.

Temperatures :

 Max (°C)  Min (°C)

Dibrugarh 29.2 20.7

Tezpur 28.9 21.9

Silchar 36.2 21.1

Dhubri 30.0 22.9

Jorhat 28.9 20.6

N Lakhimpur 30.4 21.4

Shillong 23.7 2////

Cherrapunjee 25.4 16.4

Aizawl 28.7 17.9

Kohima 25.2 15.2

Pasighat 30.9 22.0

Itanagar 30.4 20.5

Imphal 30.8 19.1

Agartala 37.0 24.6

WEATHER

NORTHEAST KOHIMA/ AGARTALA, May 17:

With the ICMR clearing a laboratory in

Nagaland, all the seven northeastern

states now have facilities to test COV-

ID-19 samples, officials said.

Apart from Nagaland, six other north-

eastern states, excluding Sikkim, have

their own or Central government-run

labs for testing coronavirus.

“After setting up the laboratory at

Naga Hospital Authority Kohima

(NHAK), all relevant protocols were

completed on May 12 and documents

for validation were sent to the ICMR

(Indian Council of Medical Research) and

approval was received on Thursday,”

Nagaland Principal Secretary (Health

and Family Welfare) Menukhol John told

IANS over phone.

He said the testing of samples for

COVID-19 would start as soon as the

reagents are received from the ICMR.

Samples from Nagaland until now are

All N-E states now have
COVID-19 testing labs: officials

being sent to Assam and Manipur for

testing. “After starting the testing of

samples in the new laboratory, we do

not need to send the samples to the

neighbouring states unless there is a

critical situation,” John said.

Nagaland Health Secretary Kesonyu

Yhome said another COVID-19 testing

laboratory is likely to be set up at the Chris-

tian Institute of Health Sciences in Dimapur

for which civil works are in progress.

The Kohima bench of the Gauhati

High Court, following a writ petition,

had earlier asked the Nagaland govern-

ment to set up the COVID-19 sample

testing laboratory in a specified time.

According to health officials, Assam

currently has seven COVID-19 testing

laboratories followed by two in Manipur,

once each in Arunachal Pradesh, Meg-

halaya, Mizoram and Tripura.

Arunachal Pradesh Health Minister

Alo Libang on April 30 launched the

state’s first laboratory at a hospital in

Naharlagun for conducting tests of sam-

ples. Before Arunachal Pradesh, the

ICMR had approved a testing laborato-

ry in Zoram Medical College in Mizo-

ram capital Aizawl.

Tripura and other northeastern states

have been demanding more COVID-19

testing laboratories. According to health

officials, Union Health and Family Wel-

fare Minister Harsh Vardhan on May 9

during a discussion (through video con-

ferencing) with the ministers and offi-

cials of all the northeastern staets dis-

cussed the issue.

Tripura’s Additional Chief Secretary,

Health and Family Welfare, Sanjay Ku-

mar Rakesh told IANS : “Besides an

additional COVID-19 testing laborato-

ry, we had sought additional ventilators

and testing kits. The (Union) minister

was very positive towards our needs

and problems.” – IANS

GUWAHATI, May 17:  Deputy

Chief Minister of Arunachal ,

Chowna Mein took a review

meeting with the senior officers of

Tax and Excise and Planning and

Investment Departments regarding

the implementation of recent govt’s

notification on levy of cess of 25 per

cent on MRP of all alcoholic

beverages in Arunachal Pradesh.

  He urged the departments to

adopt modalities of ‘ease of doing

business’ and to follow easy to

administer and convenient ways for

the wholesalers/retailers. He also

pressed for the adoption of techno-

driven system to make it less

cumbersome and to check the

pilferage of revenue so that it would

not affect the revenue earning of the

State. He also urged the department

to properly educate the public about

the recent notification, a press

release stated.

Arunachal Dy CM holds meet with senior officials

  Commissioner (Planning and

Investment), P S Lokhande in-

formed that the efforts are on to

make the digital collection of cess by

online. He also informed that the

department is continuously monitor-

ing the implementation of the recent

government notification on the levy

of cess of 25  per cent on MRP of all

alcoholic beverages in the State.

  Secretary (Tax and Excise),

Anirudh Singh while briefing the

Deputy Chief Minister on the

recent order of the department

apprised that the levy of said cess

by the department is being

implemented in an efficient and

effective manner. He said that the

retailers may display the recent

notification of the government in

front of their retail shops to educate

the customers. He also informed

that for the convenient of the

retailers, options of advance

payment of cess amount have been

given to them which could be

adjusted as per transport permits .

Among others, Himanshu Gupta,

Secretary (Planning and Invest-

ment) and Kanki Darang, Commis-

sioner (Tax and Excise) were also

present in the meeting.

Arunachal Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein during  a high-level meeting
with senior officials in Itanagar on Saturday. Photo-DIPR

Staff of Bethany Hospital, Shillong spraying disinfectants to prevent spread of the COVID-19
virus on Sunday. The hospital was closed on April 14  as per guidelines from the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare following detection of a COVID patient.- UB Photos

ITANAGAR, May 17: The

Arunachal Pradesh   govern-

ment has requested the Cen-

tre for a financial package of

Rs 1.6 crore in the first phase

to cull 4,500 pigs infected

with African Swine Fever

(AFS) in East Siang and Pa-

pum Pare districts of the

state, a senior minister said

on Sunday.

 The ASF outbreak in the

state in April has claimed the

lives of a few thousand pigs

and wild boars, Animal Hus-

Arunachal seeks Rs 1.6 cr package
for culling AFS-infected pigs

bandry and Dairy Develop-

ment Minister Tage Taki said.

 “I had placed the demand

for financial assistance during

a video conference of Union

Animal Husbandry, Dairy and

Fisheries Minister Giriraj

Singh with all the state min-

isters on May 14,” Taki told

PTI.  More assistance will be

sought in subsequent phas-

es, he said.

Animal Husbandry and

Dairy Development Joint Di-

rector Dr Techi Taku put the

death toll of pigs in the state

due to ASF at 2,253 so far.

“The toll is likely to in-

crease as reports of more

deaths of pigs and wild boars

are pouring in from various

districts and authorities are

compiling the data,” Dr

Taku, also the state nodal of-

ficer for animal health, said.

The minister said he had

also urged the Centre to ap-

prove a Rs 200-crore state

government project to devel-

op grazing lands for bovine

animals like Mithun and yaks,

which are “backbone of the

rural economy of the

state”.He said the state is fac-

ing problems in egg produc-

tion due to high cost in the

procurement of poultry feeds

from Odisha and Assam and

sought the Centre’s assist-

ance in this regard. He also

sought the Centre’s help in

establishing a research cen-

tre for farming of high alti-

tude varieties of fishes found

in the state. -PTI

Joint Director of Manipur Transport department, PK Sharma flagging off buses carrying stranded people to Nagaland in
Imphal on Saturday. – Photo: Newmai

Call for resumption
of air services
to Guwahati

SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, May 17: The northeastern states have

called for  resumption of flights to Guwahati.

In response to a demand from certain States for the

resumption of air services to Guwahati, Minister for

Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), Ji-

tendra Singh said the decision will be taken at appropri-

ate time by the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Min-

istry of Civil Aviation. About the resumption of more

number of trains, he said, the matter has already been

taken up.

Union Minister of State Development of North Eastern

Region (DoNER), Jitendra Singh discussed COVID follow

up with Chief Secretaries and senior officers of the eight

States of the North-east.

In an hour-long video conference meeting, representa-

tives from the governments of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripu-

ra provided their inputs regarding the current scenario with

regard to the movements of migrant labourers and others

from different parts of the country.

While discussing the movements of people from differ-

ent parts of the country to North East, Singh said, a mech-

anism has been put in place to receive the list of passengers

from the respective State governments and the Ministry of

DoNER coordinates with Resident Commissioners and

Nodal Officers for smooth processing.

He said, one of the priorities of Ministry DoNER in the

days to come would be to resume the work of develop-

ment projects which got held up. He said an attempt would

be made to put it on fast-track so that the scheduled time-

lines could be met. In this regard, he urged upon all the

State Governments to expedite submission of Utilization

Certificates and other relevant documents in order to

enable the North Eastern Council and DoNER Ministry

to make up for the time lost in the wake of COVID pan-

demic and lockdown.

The Chief Secretaries also gave their assessment about

the feasibility of bringing about relaxations in the respec-

tive States and different areas in the days to come. They

also expressed keenness for the resumption of the held up

projects.

Over 400 NE people
set to return from

Bangladesh, Russia
 AGARTALA, May 17:

Over 400 people from the

Northeast, including at least

87 from Tripura, are strand-

ed in Bangladesh, Russia and

Ukraine, and the Centre is

taking necessary measures

to bring them home, a min-

ister here said.

Addressing a press confer-

ence at the civil secretariat,

Tripura Education Minister

Ratan Lal Nath said the Min-

istry of External Affairs, in

association with the Home

Ministry, was making all ef-

forts to ensure the safe re-

turn of the people stuck

abroad amid the COVID-19-

induced lockdown.

  The High Commissioner

of India in Dhaka is coordi-

nating with the Union gov-

ernment to arrange for tran-

sit of 53 people from Tripura

stranded in the neighbouring

country, Nath said on Satur-

day. – PTI

CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, May 17: The Naga Peo-

ple’s Front (NPF) has accused Nagaland

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio of taking the

Naga people for a ride on the issue of

COVID-19.

The NPF in a press release said that

Rio during a meeting with various civil

society organisations here on Wednesday

delved mainly on issues which have noth-

ing to do with the pandemic.

The party said Rio must have mistaken

the said meeting for a budget session of

the Assembly as he started his address

with the State’s deficit figures, which is

absurd and holds no relevance.

The NPF said he must have brought

the deficit issue in the meeting out of guilty

NPF accuses Rio of
misleading people

conscience as his tenure started in 2003

with zero deficit after the then Atal Bihari

Vajpayee government magnanimously

gave a one-time grant to the State to wipe

off negative deficit of the State.

“Now, for him to blame the Democrat-

ic Alliance of Nagaland-III government for

the huge deficit which he had incurred

during his tenure of 11 years at the helm

makes for a good comedy show,” the re-

lease said.

The party also alleged that Rio’s at-

tempt to tinker with the delimitation proc-

ess was evident from his address at the

meeting. It wondered what delimitation

has got to do with this pandemic.

The NPF said Rio also brought up the

Naga political issue during the meeting,

which is another unrelated issue.

The party said Rio has terribly failed in

addressing the issues like bringing back

the stranded Nagas and setting up proper

quarantine centres, which is an indication

of his poor leadership. “Trying to score

some political points by engaging in poli-

tics in such meetings which was attended

by civil society organisations is no more

than the real face of Rio,” it said.

The party added that it was unfortunate

that the Chief Minister wanted to play

politics when the Opposition party and civil

organisations have been extending their

fullest support in the fight against the vi-

rus. The Opposition party alleged that the

State Government has no concrete road-

map for managing the COVID-19 pan-

demic even after elapse of more than 50

days of the nationwide lockdown.

Meghalaya
Govt rules out

further
relaxation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, May 17: The

Meghalaya Government has

ruled out any further relaxa-

tion in the State after 12 per-

sons tested positive in rapid

test were later found to be

negative in Reverse Tran-

scription Polymerase Chain

Reaction (RTPCR) test.

Chief Minister Conrad

Sangma said, “Keeping in

mind the inflow of Meghalaya

citizens from different parts

of the country, we have de-

cided to maintain the current

restrictions and no further

relaxation is planned as of

now. If there is any change, it

will be notified accordingly.”

Last night, 12, out of 873

people, who returned from

Chennai tested positive

when they were tested us-

ing Rapid Test Kits.

Among them, four are from

Garo Hills, one from Ri-bhoi

district and seven from East

Khasi Hills district.

This sent the State Gov-

ernment into a heightened

alert and the samples of all of

them were sent for RTPCR

test. The tests were conduct-

ed at NEIGRIHMS and Tura

Civil Hospital, which con-

firmed that the samples were

negative for COVID-19.

In another development,

one COVID-19 patient who

is under institutional quaran-

tine has tested negative. The

person’s samples will be sent

for retest after 24 hours for

confirmation and the patient

would be discharged if the

test result comes out nega-

tive again.

The CM added, “Retest of

the lone active case (positive

patient) was done again, and

the test has come out nega-

tive. As per protocol the pa-

tient will have to be tested

again after 24 hours.”

3 convicts  freed
IMPHAL, May 17: Jail au-

thorities in Manipur on Thurs-
day prematurely released
three convicts as part of the ef-
forts to decongest jails in view
of the COVID-19 outbreak. A
statement, issued by Superin-
tendent of Manipur Central Jail,
Sajiwa, S Touthang, said the
three convicts were released
in pursuance of a May 7 order
of the State Home Department
in compliance with the Su-
preme Court directives. –
Newmai News
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Masks being given to mediapersons by officials of the
Dhemaji District Science Samiti. – Photo: ANN Service

38 Tablighi Jamaat attendees
to return from New Delhi

HAILAKANDI, May 17: As many as 38 persons from
Assam who took part in the Tablighi Jamaat congregation
in New Delhi are returning to Assam after completion of
their quarantine period in Delhi. Of the 38, four are from
Hailakandi and the rest from Morigaon, Nagaon and other
districts of Assam.  Harleen Kaur, District Magistrate of
Delhi’s South East district, informed the Resident
Commissioner and District Magistrate of the concerned
districts of Assam that of 73 persons who attended the
congregation, 18 were released from quarantine centres
on May 12 and another 20 on May 14 after their swab
samples tested negative. Kaur said transit passes have
been issued along with vehicles to carry the persons to
their destinations. The official requested the District
Magistrates of Assam to put the persons under home
quarantine for another 14 days. – Correspondent

Shop closed at Tihu
TIHU, May 17: A wholesale potato shop belonging to

Padam Jain of Tihu town has been temporarily closed by
the local administration, after it was found that the shop
had connections with Choukigate of Changsari as well as
with dealers in Fancy Bazar, which is now a containment
zone. – ANN Service

Blood donation camp
KOKRAJHAR, May 17: The Uttar Purbanchal Lok Kalyan

Samiti, Kokrajhar district unit, in association with Om
Prakash Chaturvedi Raktadan Samiti, Kokrajhar district
unit, recently organised a blood donation camp at Kokrajhar.
Rathindra Shigna, RSS ‘boudik pramukh’ for Uttar Assam
prant, and Kokrajhar district BJP general secretary Debraj
Paul attended the camp. – Correspondent

Dyke repair work reviewed
DOOMDOOMA, May 17: Sadiya MLA Bolin Chetia on

Saturday visited the Dirak-Sumani embankment site
along the Noa-Dihing river near Kakopothar in Tinsukia
district and took stock of the repair work. The Water
Resources department has sanctioned a project costing
Rs 4.5 crore for repair of four critical portions of the
embankment with geobags. The executive engineer and
officials of the Water Resource department were also
present. On May 8, the MLA visited the site and
expressed dissatisfaction over the slow progress of work.
The contractor began work on a war footing and the
legislator during his visit on Saturday expressed
satisfaction over the progress. – Correspondent

17 hotels requisitioned
DIPHU, May 17: In view of insufficient accommoda-

tion for quarantine facilities in Karbi Anglong district, the
Deputy Commissioner, acting under the Assam COVID-
19 Regulations, 2020 and Epidemic Disease Act, 1897,
requisitioned 17 hotels of Diphu and Bokajan town. Some
hotels have also been taken for the administration’s use
in suburban areas. Besides privately owned hotels and
lodges, a number of government guesthouses, hostels,
and training facilities of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council have also been taken for accommodating
quarantined persons. – Correspondent

Interaction with scribes
DOOMDOOMA, May 17: Digboi MLA Suren Phukan

visited the Doomdooma Press Club and had an interac-
tion with scribes. The legislator lauded the service of the
scribes during the COVID-19 pandemic, and felicitated
them with a phulam gamosa and also gave them
sanitizers, masks and gloves. Phukan also spoke about
development schemes in the constituency. He said Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has asked him to monitor
whether development schemes were properly imple-
mented in Doomdooma. Later, the Digboi legislator along
with the DPC members visited the Doomdooma FRU
hospital and took stock of the issues there. He also
interacted with hospital superintendent Dr Ranjit Das
and Doomdooma MLA Durga Bhumij. – Correspondent

Youths stuck in Goa
HAILAKANDI, May 17: Eight youths from Hailakandi

district who are stuck in Goa have sought the interven-
tion of the district administration to bring them back
home. The youths from Hailakandi’s Sudarshanpur Part II
village are stranded in North Goa’s Simvaddo village,
Anjuna Survey No.11, where they were working in a
hotel. Narrating their plight, one of the youths, Kwasar
Ahmed Barbhuiya, said they have no work following the
closure of the hotel due to the lockdown. Barbhuiya said
they have run out of money and have been unable to pay
house rent of Rs 8,000 for the past two months. He said
the landowner has asked them to vacate the rooms.
Finding no option, Barbhuiya and his colleagues have
sought the help of the Assam government and the
Hailakandi district administration. On getting informa-
tion, the DIPRO apprised Deputy Commissioner MN
Dahal about their condition, and the DC assured that the
administration would extend financial assistance of Rs
2,000 each under the Assam CARES initiative. –
Correspondent

Programmes on COVID-19
DHEMAJI, May 17: The Dhemaji district unit of the

Assam Science Samiti (ASS) conducted a series of mask
distribution programmes and awareness meeting on
COVID-19 at Machkhowa and Dhemaji. The Samiti
organised a meeting at Enajori Shishu Griha of Sarbu-
gram Sewa Sangha at Machkhowa, which was attended
by orphaned children staying there and locals. Labanya
Lahan Chutia, president of the ASS Dhemaji unit, Gobin
Dutta, headmaster of Machkhowa Town High School, and
Biren Chetia, vice president of the Dhemaji District
Science Samiti, spoke on COVID-19. Dhemaji ASS
members distributed masks and food packets among the
children and other needy persons. The members also
distributed masks among police, NDRF and CISF
personnel. The ASS also felicitated Dhemaji SP Dr
Dhananjay Ghanawat, Dhemaji Sadar PS officer-in-charge
Naren Sonowal, CISF Commander Bijay Kumar, NDRF
(C) Company No.12 battalion Assistant Commandant
Bimal Gupta and Joint Director of Health Services,
Dhemaji Dr Ranidhar Kakati. – ANN Service

ARINDAM GUPTA

SILCHAR, May 17: These days,

Subhra Malakar, a class 5 student of

Chandramoni-Indramoni LP School

in Dudhpatil cluster, and a resident

of Larsingpar, around 7 km from Sil-

char under Borkhola constituency in

Cachar district, spends her time in

the evening by distributing masks

to people passing by her residence

along with her friend Nabanita Bar-

bhuiya.

Though her school is closed due

to the lockdown, Subhra is not dis-

appointed. In fact, she is happy to

stay connected with her teachers via

WhatsApp on her parents’ phones.

Asked how she was coping with

the situation, Subhra said, “Our

teachers send study materials via

phone and talk to us through video

calls. The session starts at 10 am,

and we stay connected with the

teachers for two hours, except on

Sundays.”

Following government instruc-

RAMEN KALITA

NALBARI, May 17: Deva-

jit Barman, Amal Medhi and

Hemanta Das are among

many fish farmers in Nalbari

district, who have not let the

nationwide lockdown due to

the coronavirus pandemic

dampen their spirits.

Devajit, a young farmer of

Nankar Bhaira village has

produced more than hundred

crore fish seeds and sold

them to farmers during the

lockdown period. He has also

managed to sell 1,000 kg of

fish in the last two months as

the Nalbari district adminis-

tration gave some relaxation

to the farmers to continue

their work. Devajit Barman

is a well-known fish seed pro-

ducer of the Northeast and

has kept his production and

distribution going despite

hurdles due to the nationwide

lockdown.

Another progressive fish

The lockdown has in no way affected the morale of
these farmers, but their efforts have helped thousands

of others get quality seeds at the right time

Lockdown fails to dampen fish farmers’ spirits

farmer of Sandha village,

Amal Medhi has produced

more than one crore fish

seeds and sold around ten

lakh of them so far in the fin-

gerling stage. Amal Medhi

is one of the pioneers of the

State who has been success-

ful in induced breeding of

kawoi (Anabas testudine-

ous), Singhi (Heteropneustes

fossilis) and Pavo (Ompok

pabda). Medhi continued

with his nursery rearing of

air-breathing cat fishes in

bamboo cages, commercial

seed raising in small home-

stead earthen ponds, air-

breathing fish culture in ce-

ment cisterns, production of

low cost homemade feed for

magur and kawoi seeds,

modification of live feed for

air-breathing fishes to re-

duce the cost of feeds, mod-

ification of low-cost poly-

thene structures for rearing

of magur seeds among oth-

ers.

The promising farmer has

also developed an innovative

mass seed production model

as the demand catfish seeds

has been increasing day by

day for the last few years and

the growing demand could

not be met through the FRP

hatcheries.

One Hemanta Das of Son-

amoti village in Nalbari dis-

trict is also producing seeds

of indigenous magur fish with

a high success rate. The lock-

down has in no way harmed

the spirit of these farmers of

the district, but on the other

hand their efforts have helped

thousands of fish farmers of

the State in getting quality

seeds at the right time to

sustain fish production.

The Deputy Commission-

er of Nalbari Bharat Bhusan

Dev Choudhury, the chief sci-

entist of Nalbari Krishi Vi-

gyan Kendra, Dr Mridul

Deka, District Veterinary

Officer Dr Ashini Kalita re-

cently visited the fish farms

of the district to boost the

morales of the fish seed pro-

ducers. The DC spoke to the

farmers and assured all pos-

sible help in their endeavour.

Dr Deka and Dr Kalita asked

the farmers, who also have

piggery farms to save their

pigs from the African Swine

Flu by maintaining maximum

hygiene in the farms. As the

sale of pork and transporta-

tion of pigs has been tempo-

rarily banned in the district,

they called upon the farmers

to take maximum care of

their pigs.

While talking to this cor-

respondent, Amal Medhi

said that the visit of the Dep-

uty Commissioner has en-

couraged them as they dis-

cussed their problems with

him. The immediate steps

taken by the DC during the

strict first lockdown saved

the fish farmers from heavy

losses. He further stated that

considering the importance

of air-breathing fishes in NE

States, some rural youths

are now undertaking biofloc

and Recirculation aquacul-

ture systems (RAS), a sys-

tem for fish production.

However, due to lack of qual-

ity seeds of catfish, these in-

novative systems are not

flourishing properly. He add-

ed that everyday crores of

fish seeds are entering As-

sam from Bangladesh

through Kolkata, which is

draining our money to the

tune crores of crore of ru-

pees. Considering the fish

market in the NE States,

Medhi has designed an in-

novative RAS model (Recir-

culation aquaculture sys-

tem) for seed production and

rearing of air-breathing fish

after taking training at

NBFGR, Lucknow last year.

According to him, through

this design we can produce

upto 20-25 times more than

the FRP hatcheries. In this

system, there can be pro-

duction of 10 lakh spawns in

each cycle, with one cycle

taking 5 days to complete.

Online classes gain momentum during lockdown in Cachar
tions, schools in Cachar district have

also shifted to the online mode, in a

bid to keep the pace of education un-

affected during the prolonged lock-

down. Deputy Commissioner

Keerthi Jalli said that though it was a

priority to save the district from

COVID-19, the focus was also on how

students get proper education online.

Sujata Roychoudhury, a teacher

at the No.669 Irongmara Bapuji LP

School in Narsingpur block, said

they share subject-based study con-

tents via WhatsApp on the mobile

phones of the parents.

“Besides uploading subject vide-

os on YouTube, we have formed

WhatsApp groups with students.

Sharing contents in a virtual class-

room has been a different experi-

ence for us. Though the medium is

a bit challenging, the students share

their feedback on the educational

content almost instantly with their

video clips and even audio files,”

Roychoudhury said.

Debanjan Mukherjee, headmas-

ter of Netaji Vidya Bhavan Girls

High School in Silchar, said, “The

students seem to enjoy the online

format of academic discourse. Their

feedback also gives us satisfaction.”

Panchatapa Choudhury, District

Programme Officer for Teachers

Training, told The Assam Tribune

that they were accelerating the pace

of dissemination of educational con-

tent for students across elementa-

ry and secondary school using dig-

ital applications.

“So far, we have been able to col-

lect contact numbers of 73,326 stu-

dents at the elementary level and

15,121 at the secondary level

through the Cluster Resource Cen-

tre Coordinators. At the elementa-

ry level, 53,508 students are using

general phones – for whom the

teachers are passing on lessons

based on discussions through phone

calls, while 19,445 students who

have access to smartphones are

being imparted lessons online via

WhatsApp, phone calls, video calls,

conference, etc.”

“As many as 373 students are re-

ceiving inputs on academic lessons

through radio programmes. Simi-

lar plans are on for students at the

secondary level, with over 5,916

students having Android-based

phones and 6,857 using general

phones. Teachers working in LP and

ME schools who were coordinating

via the Zoom app have responded

and are sending contents for stu-

dents on the digital medium. The

teachers have been asked to submit

weekly reports every Saturday re-

garding how many students have

been covered via WhatsApp and

phone calls,” Choudhury said.

She said a letter has been sent to

the Mission Director, Assam Sarba

Shiksha Abhiyan, with a request for

approval to organise programmes

on English, Bengali and Social Sci-

ence subjects for classes 6, 7, 8

through All India Radio at Silchar.

Bidyut Dev Choudhury, the dis-

trict programme officer for commu-

nity participation, said TV and ra-

dio-based programmes are already

catering to students who do not have

access to any phone. “We are likely

to see new strategies as the gov-

ernment is devising new policies for

reaching out to such students,” Deb

Choudhury said.

A teacher in Cachar district
conducting online classes for
students.

Customers standing in a queue maintaining social distancing outside a bank in North Lakhimpur during
the lockdown on Saturday. – Photo: Farhana Ahmed

CORRESPONDENT

SIVASAGAR, May 17:

One of the premier circus

parties in Assam, Mahabahoo

Circus, had pitched its tent

at Moran HS School field for

its shows from March 16 un-

der the patronage of the

Moran Boxing Association.

But members of the cir-

cus party had no idea that the

world has so unbelievably

changed in front of their eyes

and events like a circus or any

show business has gone for-

ever out of the window.

The administration

clamped strict law-and-order

directives in the wake of the

coronavirus pandemic and

their show had to be stopped

even before it had begun.

The 35-member circus

party put up at the school

campus for the next two

months during the entire

lockdown period amidst

hunger and unbearable hard-

ship.

The circus party, a regis-

tered one, began its journey

from Peskarapar village un-

der Boguwan PS in Goalpara

district in 1983. Its owner,

Priya Kumar Nath did his

Circus party camping at Moran in dire straits
apprenticeship in the popu-

lar Jay Bharat Circus and

worked there for four years

in Nepal and Siliguri before

starting his own circus party

entirely, with 110 artists

from Assam.

The manager of the party

told scribes in Moran that it

was the fulfilment of his

dream to own a circus party.

The circus did very good

business till 1995. But when

the government seized all

its animals under the Pre-

vention of Cruelty to Ani-

mals Act 1960, it had to down-

size. But, he said that there

has never been such hard-

ship before in its 38 years of

existence as in this COVID-

19 lockdown and they are

now left with no option but

to look up to the Chief Min-

ister of the State for suste-

nance for survival.

Barring Ramji Bhandari

(Pokhra) and Manju Thapa

(Mokular) of Nepal, all the

other members of the

present staff are from Assam.

Some of them – Akash

Ronghang (Karbi Anglong),

Buddha Sutradhar (Abhay-

apuri), Rana Sing (Baxar),

Jayaprabha Das (Kaki, Na-

gaon), Bikram Ali ( Kharupe-

tia), Biju Gogoi (Sivasagar),

Pushpa Ali (Tezpur), Pulin

Gogoi and Trishna Gogoi

(Dergaon), Bharati Devi,

Nayan Sutradhar, Haren

Nath and Phani Nath (Dudh-

noi), Utpal and Rima Rai

(Goalpara), Nilima Nath and

Putali Sutradhar (Agiya) and

Gafur Ali (Krishnai) – narrat-

ed their tales of woe to the

local media persons when the

latter visited the camp re-

cently.

Sovit Chetri, a journalist of

Moran, said the party is

trapped in this quagmire as

they cannot move of their

own, unless the district ad-

ministration permits them to

move.

Further, the party does not

have their own vehicle to

move and so it will have to

make arrangements for mov-

ing to the next location and

that too is totally uncertain

now.

All of them appeared to be

panic-stricken, fearing a coro-

navirus contagion in the camp.

Worry and despair was writ

large over every member

present, Chetri said.

The party manager said

that there is no relief from

the government so far, but

oganisations like AJYCP and

a few others have extended

their helping hands. The AJY-

CP Moran unit donated one

sackful of rice, and three cit-

izens – Chandrasekhar

Chetia, Chanakya Gogoi and

Mayur Baruah – gave some

food items, which were a

source of great relief.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 17: CSIR-

North East Institute of Sci-

ence and Technology (NEIST)

at Pulibor here celebrated Na-

tional Technology Day 2020

recently by focusing on re-

booting the economy through

science and technology.

CSIR-NEIST said it took

the first step towards re-

building the economy post-

COVID-19 by celebrating

National Technology Day in a

way to create awareness on

social entrepreneurship for

self-reliance.

About 300 saplings were

planted at the NEIST Ecolog-

ical Park by CSIR-NEIST Di-

rector Dr G Narahari Sastry,

NE Agriculture Technology

Entrepreneurs’ Hub CEO Dr

K Karthikeyan, NEATEHUB

Director on Board Dr Danish

Tamuly and other employees.

Dr Jatin Kalita, principal

scientist and head of research

planning and business devel-

opment division of CSIR-

Post COVID-19, focus
on entrepreneurship for

self-reliance
NEIST, spoke to aspirant

women entrepreneurs.

Dr Sastry said NEIST will

reach out to about 500 villages

through endeavours like CSIR-

AROMA Mission, Rural Wom-

en Technology Park, STINER

programme and other skill de-

velopment initiatives.

Dr Tamuly stressed the

importance of social entrepre-

neurship, based on social, cul-

tural and environmental need

of the society to cope up with

the post-COVID-19 situation.

Dr Karthikeyan highlighted

the changing scenario of busi-

ness procedures and market-

ing along with the available fa-

cilities in NEATEHUB.

Dr Mantu Bhuyan, princi-

pal investigator of STINER-

Hub at NEIST, spoke about

opportunities for entrepre-

neurs like technical support,

training, incubation. Dr Sastry

later delivered the National

Technology Day Lecture on

“Role of Science and Technol-

ogy in the times of War, Pan-

demics and Natural Disasters”.

CORRESPONDENT

HAILAKANDI, May 17: Amid the clo-

sure of schools due to COVID-19, 143

heads of schools and teachers underwent

online training on digital pedagogy and

quality concerns of online education.

Organised by the office of the Inspec-

tor of Schools in collaboration with

UNICEF, the online training was coor-

dinated by UNICEF Assam’s education

specialist Chhaya Konwar and at the dis-

trict level by Hailakandi Inspector of

Schools Rajiv Kumar Jha.

Deputy Commissioner Megha Nidhi

Dahal urged the heads and teachers of

schools to stay alert during such unprec-

edented times and expressed happiness

over the initiatives taken to create vir-

tual classes for students online, YouTube

channel Chetana and radio classes.

The school heads and teachers inter-

acted with specialist speakers from

UNICEF and Pratham Education Foun-

dation during the question and answer

sessions to dispel doubts and get a clear

grasp of things in order to make online

education an effective medium of in-

struction.

Soft skills for preparing online age-

specific content were also provided.

Abdul Suqur Choudhury, headmas-

ter of Panchgram Town High School

and academic secretary of the District

Academic Council, thanked the Depu-

ty Commissioner, education specialist

of UNICEF and Pratham Foundation,

besides all the teachers and heads of

schools for participating in the online

training.

UNICEF training on
digital pedagogy
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he best way to build

wealth is by keeping

aside a small amount of

money every month

before you start to

spend. If you are in the

early stages of your

career, it doesn't even

matter how much that

amount is. SIPs are

today the preferred

way for small and big

investors for the

convenience this route

brings: monthly saving,

rupee-cost averaging,

optimal risk-reward

balance, and superior

wealth creation

potential.

Automate for lifeAutomate for lifeAutomate for lifeAutomate for lifeAutomate for life

The SIP way of

investing allows you to

automate saving and

investing for life. You

just have to decide how

much you want to save/

invest every month,

where you want to

invest and for how

long...that's it. At your

chosen interval, the

Systematic Investment

Plan (SIP): The

Freedom to Get Rich

SIP money gets

a u t o m a t i c a l l y

transferred from your

bank account and

invested in the mutual

fund of your choice.

You are kept informed

all along the way.

Systematic Invest

Plans are simple to

maintain. Over an

extended period, SIPs

can deliver great

returns. Plus, there are

ways to obtain a much

steadier performance

and build wealth at the

same time using the

SIP route. As your

income rises, you can

boost your monthly SIP

or do a top-up SIP to

plan for bigger goals or

reach a goal faster. It is

always up to you.

Freedom in yourFreedom in yourFreedom in yourFreedom in yourFreedom in your

reachreachreachreachreach

SIP money keeps

getting invested every

month in the mutual

fund of your choice and

for as many years as

you would like. Before

you know it, the habit

of investing has

become a part of your

life. A SIP gives you the

freedom to be yourself.

You don't need to worry

about markets. You

don't need to be an

expert. You simply need

to do your job and get

your salary so that you

can invest regularly.

Everything else is

managed by SIP.

Freedom cannot be

bestowed - it must be

achieved. Plan and

build your financial

freedom with SIPs

today.

Happy Investing!

Ends
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Sarang KhatuwalaSarang KhatuwalaSarang KhatuwalaSarang KhatuwalaSarang Khatuwala

IndependentIndependentIndependentIndependentIndependent

Financial Financial Financial Financial Financial AdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisor

The above Author is an

Independent financial advisor

and facts and opinion

published is solely the

personal statements of

respective author.

AS per the latest auction sale (No 20)

of Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC)

held on May 13, the total tea offerings

were 59,070 packages, out of which 83

per cent was sold. Overall, the mar-

ket witnessed good and strong de-

mand on all teas. Prices were steady

at around last week’s level. Western

Indian buyers actively participated

with some export enquiries.  The auc-

tion average price for this week stood at Rs 238.05, higher

by approx Rs 90 from last year.

Dinesh Bihani

Secretary, Guwahati Tea Auction

Buyers Association (GTABA)

Top garden  prices

BOP Price BOPSM/BP Price OF/PF Price

HALMARI 351 HALMARI 361 HALMIRA 335

HIRAJULI 326 AMGOORIE 347 HOOKHMOL 331

SOCKIETNG 320 DECKIAJULI 338 DOOLAHAT 321

DUKLINGIA 312 HALMIRA 336 DUKLINGIA 321

ANANDA 312 DUKLINGIA 336 HALMARI 320

NEW DELHI, May 17: The Centre to-

day raised the borrowing limit of States

from 3 per cent of gross state domestic

product (GSDP) to 5 per cent in 2020-21,

which will make available an additional Rs

4.28-lakh crore for the States.

However, part of the increased borrow-

ing limit would be linked to specific re-

forms – universalisation of ‘One Nation-

One Ration Card’, ease of doing business,

power distribution and urban local body

revenues, Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-

araman told reporters while announcing

the fifth and final tranche of the economic

stimulus package.

She said that currently States have a

net borrowing ceiling of Rs 6.41-lakh crore

Centre raises States’ borrowing limit to 5% of GSDP
based on 3 per cent of GSDP and various

State Chief Ministers had written to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to increase the

borrowing limit to enhance their resourc-

es during the COVID-19 crisis.

“Because this is an unprecedented situa-

tion, we have acceded to the demand of the

States and increased their borrowing ceil-

ing to 5 per cent. This will give an extra Rs

4.28-lakh crore to the States,” she said.

Giving detail of how the States would

be allowed to borrow, the minister said

that from 3-3.5 per cent, the 0.5 per cent

increase would be unconditional. The next

1 per cent, which is up to 4.5 per cent, will

be released in 4 tranches of 0.25 per cent

and each of the tranches will be linked to a

clearly specified, measurable and feasible

reform. The last 0.5 per cent will be given

once the milestones are achieved in at least

three of the four reform conditions.

“And, why do we want this linkage to

State-level reform? Because we want to

make sure that poor benefit from all the

monies that are getting borrowed and the

Centre and States are collectively com-

mitted to implementing ‘One Nation-One

Ration Card’, ease of doing business at dis-

trict level, power distribution and related

issues and the urban local bodies’ reve-

nue-related issues,” Sitharaman said.

The minister further said that the Cen-

tre had already allowed the States to bor-

row 75 per cent of the 3 per cent borrow-

ing limit to make available more resourc-

es. “They can borrow 50 per cent in the

first half, but we have raised it to 75 per

cent. But, States have so far borrowed 14

per cent. Eighty-six per cent of the author-

ised borrowing limit remain unutilised as

of now. Because Chief Ministers have writ-

ten to the Prime Minister, and Finance

Ministers have written to me saying please

increase our borrowing limit... (from) 3 per

cent of State GSDP, we have now agreed

to increase this to 5 per cent,” she added.

Sitharaman further said the Centre has

devolved Rs 46,038 crore of taxes in April

to States even though actual revenue

shows unprecedented decline from Budg-

et Estimates and Revenue Deficit grants

of Rs 12,390 crore were given to States

on time in April and May despite the Cen-

tre’s stressed resources.

Also, advance release of the State Dis-

aster Relief Fund (SDRF) of Rs 11,092

crore happened in first week of April, she

said, adding that a release of over Rs 4,113

crore from the Health Ministry for direct

anti-COVID activities was also given.

At the Centre’s request, the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI) has increased Ways and Means

Advance limits of States by 60 per cent. Also,

the number of days State can be in continuous

overdraft has been increased from 14 days to

21 days and the number of days State can be

in overdraft in a quarter has been increased

from 32 to 50 days. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 17: The govern-

ment has identified “champion sectors”

including leather, gems and jewellery,

renewable energy, pharma and textiles,

to provide handholding for investors

with a focus on improving India’s manu-

facturing capabilities, a top official said.

Asserting that India must regain its

rightful place in manufacturing, Secre-

tary in the Department for Promotion

of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)

Guruprasad Mohapatra said the whole

world, not only India, has ceded the man-

ufacturing space to a particular geogra-

phy, in an apparent reference to China.

“We need to focus a lot of domestic

Lower penalties
for small cos,
start-ups: FM

NEW DELHI, May 17: Furthering the agenda of ease of

doing business in the country, Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-

araman today announced a slew of relaxation measures, in-

cluding lower penalties for all defaults for small companies,

one-person companies, producer companies and start-ups.

The government will also take steps towards creating addition-

al and specialised benches of the National Company Law Appellate

Tribunal (NCLAT). This has been under

consideration for some time now.

In yet another move towards fuller

capital account convertibility, the gov-

ernment has thrown open the doors

for the Indian public companies to di-

rectly list their shares abroad and access a larger pool of capital.

It has also allowed private companies that list NCDs on

stock exchanges not to be regarded as listed companies.

The Finance Minister said direct listing of securities by the

Indian public companies would be allowed in permissible ju-

risdictions. Necessary regulations allowing direct overseas

listing by the Indian entity is expected soon after amend-

ments to the Company Act and FEMA regulations are passed.

At present direct listing by the Indian companies on foreign

stock exchanges is not permitted. Likewise, foreign compa-

nies are also not allowed to directly list their equity shares on

the Indian stock exchanges.

No fresh insolvency: In a bid to give relief to companies

defaulting on loans due to the COVID-19 stress, the Finance

Minister said no fresh insolvency will be initiated for one year

under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.

Also, coronavirus-related debt will be excluded from the

definition of default, she said.

Minimum threshold to initiate insolvency proceeding has

been raised to Rs 1 crore from Rs 1 lakh to benefit MSMEs,

she said, adding that an ordinance will be promulgated to

bring this change in IBC. – Agencies

Vehicles to be charged
double toll fee: Govt

NEW DELHI, May 17: Vehicles with invalid or non-func-

tional FASTag will be charged double the toll fee applicable on

the national highways, the government said today.

Before this amendment, the

user of vehicle was to pay twice

on the fee plaza only if the vehicle

didn’t carry the FASTag and entered in dedicated lane for the tag.

“User of the vehicle not fitted with FASTag or vehicle with-

out valid, functional ‘FASTag’ entering into ‘FASTag lane’ of

the fee plazas shall pay a fee equivalent to two times of the fee

applicable to that category of vehicles,” as per a notification

issued by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

The amendment in the National Highways Fee (Determi-

nation of Rates and Collection) Rules was done in exercise of

the powers conferred on the Central government.

The government had made FASTags mandatory from De-

cember 15, 2019. A total of 1.68 crore FASTags have been

issued across the country till the beginning of May 2020.

FASTag employs RFID technology for making toll payments

on national highways directly from the prepaid or savings ac-

count linked to it. A prepaid tag, fixed on vehicles’ windscreen,

allows automated deduction of toll charges, and lets any vehicle

pass through a toll plaza with zero human contact. – PTI

Invalid FASTag

Govt identifies ‘champion sectors’
for handholding: DPIIT

manufacturing, not only how to strength-

en it, but how to encourage our domes-

tic investors,” Mohapatra said.

“We have identified a few champion

sectors,” the DPIIT Secretary said,

adding that these include leather, gems

and jewellery, solar, renewables, phar-

maceuticals and textiles.

“I expect that you would see a lot of

policy announcements, a lot of handhold-

ing, a lot of championing of various in-

vestments in the coming months,” Mo-

hapatra observed.

He also emphasised upon having “a

lot of policy predictability in India so that

policies are not changed from Budget to

Budget or from event to event”.

The DPIIT Secretary shared that the

way a corporate or an investor engages

with various State government depart-

ments or Central government depart-

ments will be simplified and expedited.

Addressing a webinar organised by

Assocham on Saturday, he said the imme-

diate task was to “regain where we left

prior to when the lockdown started”.

The DPIIT functions under the Union

Commerce and Industry Ministry. – PTI

Facilitation of
investments Ease of

doing
business

Retail industry’s
emergent issues
not addressed,

says RAI
NEW DELHI, May 17:

The retail trade has said that

the pressing issues facing the

industry have not been ad-

dressed in the economic

stimulus package.

Kumar Rajagopalan, CEO,

Retailers Association of India

said that with no income and

zero support from the gov-

ernment, the industry doesn’t

have the ability to support

employees. This will lead to

a massive slowdown in con-

sumption that will further

harm the economy and  the

country, he added.

He said retailers need

working capital in their hands

to retain employment; lack

of support will result in clo-

sure of businesses, and jeop-

ardise livelihoods and jobs of

46 million direct employees

out of which 20 million work

in non-essential retail.

“The Retailers Association

of India (RAI) is of the view

that the steps taken under the

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ eco-

nomic stimulus will help the

country in the long term but

the emergent issues facing

the retail industry have not

been addressed”, according

to a statement. – IANS

Efficient airspace
utilisation to help
cut fuel, air ticket
costs: AAI chief
NEW DELHI, May 17:

Airports Authority of India

(AAI) Chairman Arvind Singh

on Saturday said efficient uti-

lisation of airspace will help

reduce travel time, fuel ex-

pense and air ticket costs.

Describing the reforms

announced on Saturday as

bold, he said they would have

“far-reaching, significant and

long-lasting impact”.

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman has announced

that steps will be taken for

efficient airspace manage-

ment for civil aviation and to

make the country an MRO

(maintenance repair and over-

haul) hub. The government

would also auction six more

airports on the PPP (public-

private partnership) model.

When asked about efficient

utilisation of airspace, Singh

said it would reduce travel-

ling time in many sectors.

“Since travelling time will

be reduced, it will become

more economical and fuel cost

will come down and ticket cost

will go down,” he told PTI.

Currently, only around 60

per cent of the country’s air-

space is freely available and

the government plans to ease

the restrictions on utilisation

of the airspace so that civilian

flying becomes more efficient.

Efficient airspace manage-

ment for civilian flights could

help in reducing flying costs

to the tune of Rs 1,000 crore.

The move would help

“bring a total benefit of about

Rs 1,000 crore per year for

the aviation sector,” Sithara-

man said, adding that there

would also be a positive en-

vironmental impact.

Earlier this month, a meet-

ing chaired by Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi decided

that the Indian airspace should

be effectively used in a man-

ner that flying time for trav-

ellers is reduced and airlines

also save costs.

That will be done in close

cooperation with the Depart-

ment of Military Affairs, an of-

ficial statement had said. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 17:

The slew of booster meas-

ures by the government will

“positively impact” start-ups

in the country, especially in

sectors like social infrastruc-

ture, atomic energy and

space exploration, by provid-

ing these fledgling organisa-

tions with a larger playing

field and improving ease of

business, according to Indian

Angel Network.

As part of the Rs 20-lakh

crore financial package an-

nounced by Prime Minister

NEW DELHI, May 17:

Apex sectoral body Federa-

tion of Associations in Indian

Tourism and Hospitality

(FAITH) today said the Indi-

an tourism industry is deeply

taken aback as none of its con-

cerns have been addressed by

the government in its eco-

nomic stimulus package.

“Indian tourism industry

has gone into a state of dis-

belief and shock. It was look-

ing forward to deep set of

survival measures for tour-

ism from the Rs 20-lakh

crore package announced

over 5 days, which however

were not addressed,” FAITH

said in a statement.

The Indian tourism, travel

and hospitality industry is be-

lieved to impact almost 10

per cent of GDP directly and

indirectly. It has already seen

over a quarter of accumulat-

ed losses that began from

February onwards, the state-

ment added.

“The Indian tourism, trav-

el and hospitality industry is

deeply taken aback at not

Tourism & hospitality sector
expresses ‘shock, disbelief’

being addressed in the stim-

ulus package, which raised

the immediate question of

survival of each entity,”

FAITH Consulting CEO

Aashish Gupta said.

There is no cash inflow ex-

pected for many quarters in

2020-21 as the key segments

of the Indian tourism econo-

my will be down, the state-

ment said.

“The international in-bound

tourists, in-bound and VFR

(visiting friends and relatives)

and the out-bound travel will

remain mostly non-perform-

ing due to international flight

restrictions and tragic impact

in most key markets tourism

markets of India,” it added.

Domestic travel and corpo-

rate travel within the country

may slightly ease up post lock-

down but will be highly restrict-

ed due to fear of travel among

elders and children, the new

social distancing norms, corpo-

rate travel freeze and the clo-

sure of the holiday season which

will impact all leisure, adven-

ture, heritage, spiritual, cruise

and niche tourism segments,

the statement said.

“Consequently, all tourism

service providers, the hotels,

travel agents, tour operators

tourist transporters, restau-

rants, guides will be compro-

mised and the tourism indus-

try of India will be operating

with extreme under-capacities

making most tourism business-

es unviable on a cash operating

basis,” the statement said.

To prevent this and to en-

sure survival of the sector, the

Federation had proposed a ded-

icated interest and collateral-

free long-term fund for paying

salaries and operating costs, and

for a minimum of 12 months of

complete waiver of fixed Cen-

tral and State statutory and

banking liabilities without any

penal or compounding interest,

which have not been addressed,

it added. – PTI

Narendra Modi, the govern-

ment has announced a

number of initiatives to help

various sections of the socie-

ty, including MSMEs, mi-

grant labourers, farmers and

entrepreneurs.

“The FM has made some

key announcements that

stand to positively impact

the start-up ecosystem.

These range from the poli-

cy changes aimed at improv-

ing GST, direct benefit

transfer, and ease of doing

business to expanding the

playing field for start-ups

across sectors such as pow-

er distribution, social infra-

structure, atomic energy, and

space exploration, among

others,” Indian Angel Net-

work (IAN) Co-founder and

Chairman Saurabh Srivasta-

va told PTI.

He added that IAN is hope-

ful that the government will

take more of such relief meas-

ures in the near future to ena-

ble the start-up ecosystem to

play a crucial role in driving

the nation towards becoming

a self-reliant economy.

On May 13, the govern-

ment introduced the first set

of measures aimed at help-

ing MSMEs by providing

collateral-free automatic

loans and equity infusion via

a Fund of Funds for such busi-

nesses, as well as revision in

the definition of such enter-

prises. This had drawn a

mixed response from the

start-up community as many

believed the package will

benefit start-ups, even as

others disagreed. – PTI

Govt measures to positively impact start-ups: IAN

Non-inclusion of
issues in stimulus
package

Honda gearing
up to drive in
all-new City

NEW DELHI, May 17:

Japanese auto major Honda is

gearing up to roll out new

generation City in the Indian

market, even as coronavirus

pandemic continue to impact

the overall dynamics of the

domestic auto industry, a sen-

ior company official has said.

The company plans to sell

the fifth generation City along-

side the fourth (current) ver-

sion in order to give more buy-

ing options to the customers.

“The current COVID-19

crisis is an unprecedented sit-

uation and we have to over-

come challenges on many

fronts including supply chain,

production, sales activity at

dealerships and of course, the

market sentiment.

“As a manufacturer, its our

responsibility to launch our

latest models which can help

us create fresh excitement in

the market,” Honda Cars In-

dia Ltd Sr Vice-President and

Director, Marketing and

Sales, Rajesh Goel told PTI



14:00 Biyolir Headline

16:00 Abelir Khabar

16:30 Superfast Prime Time100

17:00 City18

18:00 Prime Time18

19:00 Dintur Shironam

20:00 Porjyobekhyon

21:30 Aparadh Nama

22:00 North East Scan

22:30 Noixo Xironam

15:00 Chah Gachar Maje Maje

15.30 Yuba Darpan

16:00 Abelir Batori

16:05 Tezaswini (Epi-65)

16.30 Geetmala

17:00 Nimishote Batori

17:02 Rong Birong

17:30 Rupali Dhou

18:00 Dharabahik

18:30 Batori

18:45 NE News

13:00 Bandbudh Aur Budbak

14:00 Roll No 21: Kris Ke Tricks

15:30 Oggy And The Cock...

19:30 Bandbudh Aur Budbak

21:00 Oggy And The Cock...

23:00 Courage The Cowardly...

23:30 The Tom & Jerry Show

12:30 Chhota Bheem Aur...

13:30 Chhota Bheem

14:30 Chhota Bheem And...

15:30 Chhota Bheem

16:30 Grizzy And The Lemm...

17:30 Chhota Bheem

18:30 Super Bheem Hawa...

19:30 Chhota Bheem

20:00 Chhota Bheem Chatpat

20:30 Chhota Bheem

21:00 Grizzy And The Lemm...

22:00 Mr. Bean: The Animated...

23:00 M.A.D.

23:30 Grizzy And The Lemm...

LOCKHORNS

THE PHANTOM ® By Lee Falk

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

BLONDIE

Know your DAY
By JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Monday, May 18, 2020:

Committed and idealistic, you are driven to many successes this year. Your

challenge is to give more time to your personal life and to your own self.

Financially you do well. If single, you are increasingly sought after and can find

your true mate this year. If attached, you and your partner are busy creating

the perfect life together. Take some time off just for romance. GEMINI loves it

when you laugh.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-

Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult.

ARIES (March  21-April 19)
HHHHH You will be energized today. Expect to feel more enthu-
siastic and motivated. You assume a new aura of authority and

can act in a leadership capacity. Success is linked to your talent for
adapting to your environment. Tonight: Outdoor exercise invigorates and
revitalizes you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHHH Listen to inner guidance to tap into your creativity. You are
kindly disposed to someone in need and will extend help and

advice. Make sure your efforts are wanted and appreciated, though, before
going to a great deal of trouble. Tonight: Do not push yourself too hard.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHHH Old friends remember you with an unexpected call or
visit through Zoom. You become more active in a club or an

organization. An intriguing acquaintance comes from another ethnic or
socioeconomic group. Tonight: Opt for new rather than the tried-and-true.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH It is best to postpone innovations at work. Tradition is upheld
today. Older or more experienced people offer the best advice and

examples. Cope by analyzing repeated patterns and verifying instructions.
Tonight: Check in on an elderly female family member.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHH Today is a marvelous time for writing. If you have an
idea for a story or poem, put it on paper. You can change the

lives of others for the better in sharing your knowledge and ideas. You
use different vocabulary. Tonight: Play it away.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH A reflective and secretive mood develops today. A friend
or co-worker shares a confidence. This draws you into a project

requiring discretion. You will have new insights into the desires and
motivations of others. Research goes well, too. Tonight: A renewed
empathy with children.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHH Justice is important in all your relationships. Connect first
and foremost with people you admire and who support you. There

can be differences in spiritual beliefs and values with some associates. Do
not try to change them. Tonight: Acceptance helps you avoid confrontation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH You clear away debris and get organized today. You create
a wholesome environment in which to work. Natural healing tech-

niques, perhaps involving herbs and music, are helpful. If you help a co-
worker with a confusing situation, your efforts will be remembered later.
Tonight: Early bedtime.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.  22-Dec. 21)
HHH Your creative talent earns admiration. A love affair is
sparked, if you are receptive. An old love remembers you and

could try to rekindle a flame. A lighter workload leaves extra time to
enjoy music, reading or a movie. Tonight: Go for close and intimate.

CAPRICORN (Dec.  22-Jan. 19)
HHHH Family members take an interest in your professional
success. You can relax. There is a feeling of reprieve from

demanding realities and pressures. Companions are less critical and
more supportive of your ideas. They can offer hopeful inspiration.
Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

AQUARIUS (Jan.  20-Feb. 18)
HHHHH You communicate with charm and clarity today. A
neighbor is kind and helpful. Take note of new ideas that leap

into your thoughts. They can be invaluable if developed in the future.
Tonight: Catch up with a sibling or an old pal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH There is a yearning for more spending power and cash flow.
Extra work that promises to compensate you well is very attractive.

Clip coupons and comparison shop for the best prices when making pur-
chases. Tonight: Beware of impulsive shopping sprees.

H H H

Thought for the day

Computer science inverts the normal. In normal science, you’re given
a world, and your job is to find out the rules. In computer science,

you give the computer the rules, and it creates the world.
– ALAN KAY

The important thing is this: to be able at

any moment to____ what we are for what

we could become – Charles Du Bos (9)

Words: Freak, vigil, sluice, flinch.
Answer: The important thing is this: to be
able at any moment to sacrifice what we are
for what we could become – Charles Du Bos

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve
the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select
the letters in the shaded squares and jumble
them to get the answer for the given quip.

JUMBLED  WORDSHEALTH CAPSULES®

by Bron Smith

Health Capsules is not intended
to be of a diagnostic nature.

CROSSWORD - 6896

Across: 4 Emigre, 7 Tectonic, 8 Otitis, 10 Awash, 13

Plea, 14 With, 15 Grit, 16 Peg, 17 Oboe, 19 Ruhr, 21

Saraswati, 23 Vale, 24 Urdu, 26 Gal, 27 Army, 29 Rave, 32

Ache, 33 Annal, 34 Touché, 35 Angelica, 36 Credos.

Down: 1 Straw, 2 Eclat, 3 Both, 4 E coli, 5 Ilia, 6 Raider,

9 Tetrad, 11 Wit, 12 Shoal, 13 Presume, 15 Goa, 16 Phi, 18

Breach, 20 U-turn, 21 Sal, 22 Wry, 23 Valour, 25 Eva, 28

Rheas, 30 Antic, 31 Elgar, 32 Aced, 33 Axel.

SOLUTION

12:10 Jewels Of The Natural World

12:35 The Lion Kingdom

13:00 The Zoo: Covid-19...

13:15 Big, Small & Deadly

14:00 The Story Of Cats

14:50 How Do Animals Do That?

15:10 Nature’s Strang...

15:35 World Of The Wild

16:00 Into the Wild: Bear Grylls...

16:55 Attenborough’s Wild...

17:40 Animals Unleashed

18:05 Wildest Survival

19:00 Animal Planet Exclusives

20:00 The Zoo: Covid-19...

20:30 Jewels Of The Natural World

21:00 World’s Wildest Continents

22:00 Killer Instincts

22:30 Epic Earth

23:00 Animal Planet Exclusives

23:45 The Cute Ones

12:00 Ultimate Weekends
14:45 India’s Jungle Heroes
15:40 World’s Weirdest
16:05 Africa’s Deadliest
17:00 The Leopard Rocks
17:50 Wild Amazon
18:40 Man V. Animal
19:05 Animal Fight Club

20:00 Paradise Islands

21:00 Wolves of Yellowstone

21:50 The Leopard Rocks

11:00 Assamese news

11:30 Assamese news

12:00 Mid Day Live

13:00 Assamese Feautre film

16:30 Discussion Show (R)

17:30 Guwahati Bisesh

18:00 Guwahati Live

18:30 Breaking @ 6:30

19:00 Assamesse Prime Time

20:00 Discussion Show (R)

21:00 Kotha Barta

21:30 Talk Time

22:00 Live at 10

22:30 Noixo Guwahati

23:00 Noixo Batori

16:00 Upasona

17:00 Devotional Slot

1730 B2B Music

18:00 North East Diva GF

20:00 Rang Blockbuster

23:00 B2B Music

12:00 Football Greatest
12:30 Best Of UCL Finals
13:00 NBA 2019/20 HLs
14:00 NBA2K Sundays With...
15:00 Impact Wrestling 2018
17:00 Best Of UCL Finals
17:30 Dream Teams
18:00 NBA 2K Players Tournament
19:00 UFC Main Event
19:30 UFC Ultimate Knockouts
20:00 UCL 2019/20
20:30 Immortal
21:00 Best Of UCL Finals
21:30 Football Greatest

22:00 UFC Main Event
22:30 UFC Ultimate Knockouts
23:00 Immortal
23:30 Football Greatest

13:00 The Blue Revolution
17:00 E Cricket Challenge
18:00 CA Archive Programming
19:00 Arena - E Sports 2020
19:30 Asian Games
20:30 CA Archive Programming
21:30 Sports Stars Uncovered 2020
22:00 India’s Finest
22:30 Best Of Mzansi Super League
23:00 Great Centuries
23:30 Asian Games

18:30 VIVO IPL 2018 HLs
19:00 Cricket Connected 2020
19:30 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs
20:00 Cricket Connected 2020
20:30 IPL 2016 HLs
21:00 Cricket Connected 2020
21:30 NZ vs Ind 2019 ODI HLs
22:00 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs
22:30 IPL 2016 HLs
23:00 Football United Special 2020
23:30 Hero Indian Super League...

12:00 FE Race At Home Challenge...
12:30 WWE Marquee Matches
13:45 WWE Fillers

14:00 Veer

17:10 Munna Michael

19:50 Jurm

22:55 Snake In The Eagle’s

Shadow

12:00 Avengers: Endgame
15:55 M.S. Dhoni: The Untold

Story
19:55 Darbar
23:15 The Return Of Abhimanyu

13:30 Aquaman

15:50 Clash Of The Titans

17:35 The Hangover Part II

19:15 Pokemon Detective

Pikachu

21:00 Transformers: Dark Of

The Moon

23:35 After The Sunset12:40 Catwoman

14:20 The Peacemaker

16:20 Friday The 13th

17:40 Miss Congeniality

19:25 Turtle Power: The Definitive

History of the Teenage

Mutant Ninja Turtles

21:00 Batman Forever

23:00 Beneath

12:00 Avengers: Endgame

15:45 Avengers: Age Of Ultron

18:20 Avengers: Infinity War

21:00 Avengers: Endgame

B4U MOVIES

21:45 Dhadkan

UTV MOVIES

16:55 Kis Kisko Pyaar

Karoon

ZEE ACTION

14:00 Veer

STAR MOVIES

15:45 Avengers: Age Of

Ultron

15:10 Super Khiladi 4

17:40 Hyper 2

20:00 Sooryavansham

23:25 Yevadu

13:50 Mumbai Ki Kiran Bedi

17:40 Mela

21:45 Dhadkan

12:00 Mahabharat

13:00 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai

15:00 Ramayan

16:00 Saath Nibhaana Saathiya

17:30 Mann Ki Awaaz...Pratigya

18:30 RadhaKrishn

19:30 Ramayan

20:30 Mahabharat

21:30 Devon Ke Dev Mahadev

22:30 Ramayan

23:30 Savdhaan India : India

Fights Back

12:00 Dard-E-Dil

13:05 Student of the Year 2

15:35 Jai Shri Krishna

18:00 Balika Vadhu

19:00 Mahabharat

20:35 Jai Shri Krishna

22:55 Dance Deewane

12:00 Bhabi Ji Ghar Par Hain!
15:00 Laal Ishq

23:00 Bhabi Ji Ghar Par Hain!

12:00 The Golden Compass

13:55 Any Given Sunday

16:25 The Man From U.N.C.L.E.

18:15 Cyril: Viva Magic

18:40 Survivor

19:25 Little Big Shots UK

22:00 Genius Junior

22:45 Within

12:30 Best Of The Kapil Sharma

Show

20:00 Super Dancer - Chapter 3

21:15 The Kapil Sharma Show

22:35 Best Of The Kapil Sharma

Show

13:00 Seinfeld
19:00 Look Who’s Talking
20:30 Starry Nights 2.Oh!
21:00 Supergirl

22:00 Starry Nights Gen Y

23:00 Love Island UK

SOLUTION TO TRIBUNE CROSSWORD – 6896

13:20 Sanam Bewafa

16:55 Kis Kisko Pyaar Karoon

19:55 Naseeb

22:55 Patiala House

12:15 John Rambo
14:05 Baby Driver
16:35 Journey To The West: The

Demons Strike Back
18:45 X-Men Origins: Wolverine
21:00 Avengers 2: Kalyug Ka

Mahayudh

Across

4 Einstein, e.g. (6)

7 Constructive (8)

8 Inflammation of

the ear (6)

10 Flooded (5)

13 An excuse (4)

14 Beside (4)

15 Courage (4)

16 Hook (3)

17 Reed instrument

(4)

19 Essen valley (4)

21 Indian goddess

of wisdom (9)

23 Dell (4)

24 Language simi-

lar to Hindi (4)

26 Gallon, in short

(3)

27 Battle group (4)

29 Talk irrationally (4)

32 A dull pain (4)

33 Record of year (5)

34 Acknowledge-

ment of a hit in

fencing (6)

35 Candied stem,

decorates cake (8)

36 Doctrines (6)

Down

1 Dry stalks (5)

2 Panache (5)

3 Two together (4)

4 Intestinal bacteria

(1,4)

5 Romulas kin (4)

6 Marauder, looter

or plunderer (6)

9 Group of four (6)

11 Clever humour (3)

12 School of fish (5)

13 Take for granted

(7)

15 Tourist destination

on our West Coast

(3)

16 21st letter of the

Greek alphabet (3)

18 Break through (6)

20 Driving reversal

(1-4)

21 Actor Mineo (3)

22 Lopsided (3)

23 Great bravery (6)

25 Adolf's bride (3)

28 Flightless birds (5)

30 Frolic or caper (5)

31 "Enigma Variations"

composer (5)

32 Got a perfect

score ? (4)

33 Skater's leap (4)

W
hether it is Mojito or a simple glass of

fizz, if you find yourself bingeing on

more than a few, you could be putting

your physical and mental health at risk

because binge drinking can contribute to

drunkorexia, say researchers in a study that

involved young women.

Drunkorexia is a damaging and dangerous

behaviour where disordered patterns of eating

are used to offset the negative effects of consum-

ing excess alcohol, such as gaining weight.

After examining the drinking patterns of

479 female Australian university students

aged 18-24 years, researchers found that a

staggering 82.7 per cent of students surveyed

had engaged in ‘drunkorexic’ behaviours over

the past three months.

And, more than 28 per cent were regularly

and purposely skipping meals, consuming low-

calorie or sugar-free alcoholic beverages,

purging or exercising after drinking to help

reduce ingested calories from alcohol, at least

25 per cent of the time.

“Due to their age and stage of develop-

ment, young adults are more likely to engage

in risk-taking behaviours, which can include

drinking excess alcohol,” said study research-

er Alycia Powell-Jones from the University of

South Australia.

Excess alcohol consumption combined with

restrictive and disordered eating patterns is

extremely dangerous and can dramatically

Drunkorexia
Binge drinking can lead to risky behaviour in young women

14:00 WWE Specials : Money In...
15:45 WWE Fillers
16:00 WWE BlockBusters
19:00 WWE SmackDown
20:00 WWE BlockBusters
23:45 WWE Fillers

18:30 VIVO IPL 2018 HLs
19:00 Cricket Connected 2020
19:30 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs
20:00 Cricket Connected 2020
20:30 IPL 2016 HLs
21:00 Cricket Connected 2020
21:30 NZ vs Ind 2019 ODI HLs
22:00 Cricket Connected 2020
22:30 IPL 2016 HLs
23:00 Football United Special 2020
23:30 Hero Indian Super League...

22:40 America’s National Parks

23:30 Animals Gone Wild

12:35 Ancient Aliens

13:25 Pawn Stars

13:45 Storage Wars

14:15 Modern Marvels

15:05 OMG! Yeh Mera India

15:55 Forged In Fire

16:45 Idiot TV

17:10 Storage Wars

17:35 Shipping Wars

18:00 Food Tech

19:00 Counting Cars

20:00 Modern Marvels

21:00 Dynamo: Magician...

21:50 Pawn Stars

22:15 Storage Wars

22:40 Shipping Wars

23:00 Forged In Fire: Knife Or Death

12:00 Running Wild With Bear...

12:55 Adventure: Man V. Monster

13:45 Snakes in The City

14:40 Adventure: Primal Survivor

15:00 Wildlife: Hostile Planet

16:00 Monster Croc Wrangler

16:50 Adventure: Dirty Rotten...

17:45 Monster Croc Wrangler

18:05 Adventure: Primal Survivor

18:35 Monster Croc Wrangler

19:00 Wildlife: Hostile Planet

21:00 Adventure: Monster Fish

21:55 Spotlight: Cosmos

22:45 Seconds From Disaster

23:05 Investigates: Airport Security
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increase the risk of developing serious

physical and psychological consequences.

The study, published in the journal Australian

Psychologist, was undertaken in two stages. The

first measured the prevalence of self-reported,

compensative and restrictive activities in

relation to their alcohol consumption.

The second stage identified participants’

Early Maladaptive Schemes (EMS) - or

thought patterns - finding that that the subset

of schemas most predictive of Drunkorexia

were ‘insufficient self-control’, ‘emotional

deprivation’ and ‘social isolation’.

The researchers said identifying the early

maladaptive schemas linked to drunkorexia is

key to understanding the harmful condition.

These are deeply held and pervasive

themes regarding oneself and one’s relation-

ship with others that can develop in childhood

and then can influence all areas of life, often in

dysfunctional ways. Early maladaptive

schemas can also be influenced by cultural and

social norms.

The findings showed that ‘drunkorexic’

behaviour appears to be motivated by two key

social norms for young adults - consuming

alcohol and thinness.

“This study has provided preliminary

insight into better understanding why young

female adults make these decisions to engage

in drunkorexic behaviours,” Powell-Jones said.

(Source: IANS)

15:00 Dance India Dance

16:30 Sa Re Ga Ma Pa

Challenge 2005

17:30 Ek Rishtaa: The Bond Of

Love

21:00 K3 - Kaali Ka Karishma

12:00 Ghar Ho To Aisa

14:55 Mahakali Anth Hi

Aarambh Hai

18:00 Kasam Tere Pyaar Ki

19:00 Madhubala - Ek Ishq Ek

Junoon

20:00 Sasural Simar Ka

23:40 Mahakali Anth Hi

Aarambh Hai



THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI  11MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 STATE

Government of India

Ministry of Communications

Department of Telecommunications

Applications for the Post of
 Chairman & Managing Director

in Telecommunications Consultants

India Limited (TCIL)

Last Date of receipt of application in

Department of Telecommunications

is by 15.00 hours on 19.06.2020

For details login to

website http://www.dot.gov.in
davp 06201/11/0002/2021

EXTENSION NOTICE
(E-Procurement)

This is for general information of all concerned that due to some technical

reason the date of submission of bid both online and manually is hereby

extended upto 14.00 hours of 03.06.2020 for the work “Eklavya Model

Residential School in Dima Hasao District under Haflong L.A Constituency

under the Scheme Article 275 (I) of the constitution of India during

2019-20 under P.W.D. Haflong Building Division, Haflong” against this

office Press Notice No. ACEH/TECH/CS/15/2019-20/2 Dated Haflong,

the 19th March ’2020 and Extension Notice No. ACEH/TECH/CS/15/

2019-20/4 Dated Haflong, the 17th April ’2020 for an amount of Rs.

1459.36275 Lakhs (Rupees Fourteen Crores Fifty Nine Lakhs Thirty Six

Thousand Two Hundred Seventy Five) only and technical bids will be

opened at the office of the undersigned at 14.30 hours on 03.06.2020.

Note:-

1) Details of activity re-schedulefor tendering may be seen at website-

http://apwrd.etenders.in and also at the office of the undersigned

during office hours.

2) In the event of any bandh and holiday, same time on the next working

day shall be taken in to account. Other terms and condition remain the

same.

Sd/- Addl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (R&B)

Hills,  Assam, Haflong,

Dima Hasao.Janasanyog/CF/359/20

MANASH PRATIM DUTTA

GUWAHATI, May 17: They

had left their homes with a

dream to earn a handsome

amount per month which could

give them a hardship-free

lifestyle. But the COVID-19

induced lockdown shattered their

dreams and brought in untold

miseries to their lives.

Unable to endure the pro-

longed agony, they have now

begun a long walk back to their

native land from as far as Pune.

These five youths - Krishna

Kumar Roy from Dhubri, Papu

Deka from Udalguri, Nilotpal

Deka and Mintu Deka from

Darrang and Sanjib Das from

Lakhimpur district – are pathetic

examples of how a section of

Assamese people, working

outside the State, are suffering

immense hardship due to the

lockdown.

All of them were working in

private entities at Pune. After

they did not receive any re-

sponse from both the Assam and

Maharashtra government, they

started their journey towards

Assam on foot three days ago.

The group, in conversation

with The Assam Tribune over

phone, informed that first they

arrived in Mumbai and sought

help from Mumbai police, but no

one responded. Then they again

resumed walking and on Sunday

morning  reached Nashik and

taking shelter below an under-

construction bridge, where they

met another group of Assamese

youths.

“I worked as a security guard

at Pune. With the beginning of

lockdown, my source of income

was also over. As we could not

pay the rent, so ultimately we

had to vacate our rented houses

and started walking. Now at any

cost we want to reach our

homes, because the situation in

Maharashtra is totally out of

control,” Krishna Kumar Roy

said.

Elaborating on the journey,

Roy said that on their way they

have met many groups of people

like them who were also walking

towards their homes with empty

pocket and stomach.

“Now we don’t have a penny

to buy food and we are totally

dependent on the food  distribut-

ed by some NGOs along the

highways,” they lamented.

The group alleged that they

even did not get any positive

response from the helpline

number launched by the Assam

Government to bring back

stranded people from outside the

State.

“We cannot explain the pain

that we are bearing. Fortunately,

we are physically fit till today and

hopeful of reaching home safely

one day,” one of them said.

Five youths set out on foot from Pune to Assam

Metamorphosis: In a bid to keep the home fire burning, a rickshaw-puller turns vegetable
vendor by transforming his three-wheeler into a mobile kiosk, during the ongoing lockdown,
in Jorhat on Sunday. – Photo: Wasim Rahman.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 17: A child from Jorhat

and a youth from Geleky in Sivasagsr

district, who came back from Delhi and

reached here on Thursday, tested posi-

tive for COVID-19 as results of the tests

done at the Jorhat Medical College and

Hospital (JMCH) came out today.

Both were routed through the Zonal

Screening Centre at Kakodonga set up

on the western outskirts of Jorhat to

screen returnees from outside the State

to the six districts of Upper Assam.

Health and Family Welfare Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted today that

the total number of COVID-19 positive

cases in Assam was 96, while the number

of recovered cases was 41, while 51 were

active. The number of deaths was two

and migrated two, the Minister added.

Jorhat Deputy Commissioner Roshni

A Korati informed that a nine-year-old

boy of Pujadubi locality under Ward No.

3 of Jorhat town and his relative Abdul

Samim of Geleky,  a student who had

been studying in Delhi, tested positive

today.

1 each from Jorhat, Sivasagar
test positive for COVID-19

Both the boy and Samim and five oth-

er persons who came on the same Trav-

eller vehicle and were asymptomatic

were shifted to JMCH from the quaran-

tine facility set up at Kaziranga Universi-

ty near the zonal screening centre, the

Deputy Commissioner said.

Replying to a query, Korati stated that

the said people were not connected to

the Tabilighi Jamaat congregation at Ni-

zamuddin in Delhi.

Korati said that the test results of the

other five persons who travelled with

the boy and Samim were awaited.

Two among the eight persons of the

group, including Samim were from Ge-

leky in Sivasagar district, one from Bar-

apathar in Charaideo district and five from

Jorhat town.

It may be mentioned here that on May

9 two women, Mamu Bora (36) of Ujoni

Charaimoria of Jorhat and Parishmita

Dutta Kalita (27) of Charingia here, be-

sides the driver of the ambulance in

which both women came from Mumbai

and reached Jorhat on May 8 tested pos-

itive for COVID-19.

The women along with the 12-year-

old son of Mamu, who was a cancer pa-

tient, and a male relative of them were

admitted to JMCH and is presently in

the institute, while the ambulance driv-

er who was allowed to return before the

swab test results were out, was appre-

hended in Bihar and also quarantined

there.

All three of them (two women and the

driver) too were found to be asympto-

matic.

The Deputy Commissioner stated that

since May 6 till today,  altogether 948

people who arrived here from outside

Assam have been screened at the Zonal

Screening Centre of Jorhat.

Our Sivasagar Correspondent

adds: Abdul Samim (19) of Geleki Kol-

gaon, who is a Delhi University student

of Humanities,  tested positive for COV-

ID-19, though without any symptoms.

 Meanwhile in a tragic incident, one

Raj Bikram Baruah( 34) of Patsaku Des-

ungpani  died after his blood sample was

collected for COVID-19  test at San-

jeevani Nursing Home here where he

was admitted on May15 following rise in

temperature and cough. Golden yarn: A woman processing muga silkworms prior to reeling at Jalbhari Gaon in Dhakuakhana, on Sunday. – UB Photos

CORRESPONDENT

BISWANATH CHARIALI,

May 17: Following detection

of COVID-19 positive patient

Tokau Goyari of Balijuri village

under Sootea Police Station in

Biswanath district and in the

interest of maintenance of

public hygiene and to prevent

further spread of the virus in

the said area consisting of vil-

lages like No. 1 Pakheriguri,

No. 2 Pakheriguri, and Sar-

fanguri was declared as a Con-

tainment  Zone and the Circle

Oficer of Naduar Revenue Cir-

cle in Sootea was directed to

seal the area immediately.

Any unauthorised entry or

exit into the notified Contain-

ment Zone is barred till the

area is declared safe as per

guidelines of the Union Minis-

try of Health and Family Wel-

fare. Movement by any unau-

Biswanath sets up
containment zone

thorised individual or vehicle

within the notified area is also

prohibited with immediate ef-

fect.

All statutory and other di-

rections regarding mainte-

nance of social distancing has

been strictly enforced in the

sealed area. There will be a

Buffer Zone of radius 5 kms

around the Containment Zone.

This order was made under

the regulations of the Assam

COVID-19 Regulations, 2020

and has been effective from 10

am today until further orders.

Any violation will invite penal

action under the provisions of

the Assam COVID-19 Regu-

lations-2020,  Disaster Man-

agement Act-2005, Epidemic

Diseases Act-1897 and other

relevant laws of the land, stat-

ed an official release issued by

the Biswanath district Deputy

Commissioner’s office today.

CSP expected to help in early
detection of virus infection

CORRESPONDENT

HAILAKANDI, May 17:

Community Surveillance

Programme (CSP), which is

going on in full steam cover-

ing all the villages across

South Assam’s Hailakandi dis-

trict, is expected to help ear-

ly detection of infection of

COVID-19.

Joint Director of Health

Services in Hailakandi, Dr

Ramesh Chandra Dwivedy

disclosed that CSP is being

carried out in all the 307 vil-

lages of the district.

Dr Dwivedy hoped said that

the massive community sur-

veillance exercise would help

to identify the areas where in-

cidence of seasonal diseases

are high and would create a

database enabling the govern-

ment to tackle such diseases

beforehand.

Dr Dwivedy said through

the CSP, unreported cases of

SARI (Severe Acute Respi-

ratory Infections) and ILI (In-

fluenza-like Illness) would be

detected and treatment of

symptomatic minor flu cases

would be provided at the door-

steps of patients.

“We will also strengthen

the surveillance for other dis-

eases associated with fever-

like Japanese Encephalitis,

Malaria, Dengue etc.,” Dr

Dwivedy said, adding that the

exercise would also help to

detect COVID-19 related

symptoms at an early stage.

Deputy Commissioner MN

Dahal, who is monitoring, su-

pervising and coordinating the

CSP activities with the health

authorities, has appealed to

the people to cooperate with

the health workers visiting

their houses so that they can

get proper and timely medi-

cal care and treatment.

“I earnestly appeal to the

people of the district to coop-

erate with ANMs, ASHAs and

other health workers and pro-

vide them with specific health

details while they visit your

homes,” said Dahal.

As part of the surveillance,

the administration wants to

reach each and every individ-

ual in the district, the Depu-

ty Commissioner added.

District Media Expert

Monika Das disclosed that

around 1,000 doctors, auxil-

iary nurse midwives,  multi-

purpose health workers,

community health officers,

accredited social health activ-

ists and lab technicians are

involved in the entire mis-

sion.

“The activity starts with

ASHAs who are mandated to

visit door-to-door for check-

ing SARI/ILI and fever-relat-

ed cases. They will prepare

line listing of such cases which

will be shared with the Com-

munity Surveillance Teams

(CSTs),” she added.

The members of CSTs will

visit the houses identified to

interact with the suspected

cases, confirm the findings,

counsel patients, including

family members and nearby

community members.

Based on the advice of CSTs,

lab technicians will collect

swab or blood samples and

send them for testing.

 2,445 quarantined
in Dhubri district

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, May 17: Till the

time of filing  this report to-

day, as many as 2,445 persons

who arrived from different

parts of the country have been

kept in 21 quarantine facilities

in Dhubri district.

According to a report by the

district administration, 1,077

persons were staying in the

Sagolia institutional quarantine

centre, while in Halakura HS

School, Dhubri Gurudwara,

Sagolia HS and ME School,

Belguri HS School, Agomoni

HS School,  MV Academy

Dumardaha, PC Institution,

Gauripur, FA Memorial

School Agomoni, Bidyapara

Boys’ School Dhubri, Hudur-

hat Dharmasala HS School,

Kismat Hasdaha High School,

BN College Dhubri and Chapar

Madrassa School, there are

115, 36, 145, 109, 71, 116, 118,

60, 126, 92, 67, 102 and 138

persons respectively, who

have been quarantined. Apart

from these, there are also oth-

er centres where fewer peo-

ple have been quarantined.

The district administration

informed that most of these

persons are from Dhubri dis-

trict who came from other

parts of the country and mostly

consist of labourers, daily wage

earners, students and working

persons. They also include peo-

ple who went out of the state

for treatment and remained

stranded due to the lockdown.

Apart from these, 7,456 per-

sons have been home quaran-

tined in Dhubri district and all

the five persons who were found

to be COVID-19 positive have

recovered, out of which 4 have

been home quarantined and 1 is

under observation. While three

persons from Dhubri district

who were found COVID-19 pos-

itive at Delhi have recovered.

It was also informed that 499

beds in the entire district are

ready to be used for isolation

of COVID-19 patients.

Meanwhile, in the entire dis-

trict a total of 2,054 samples

have been taken for COVID-

19 test, out of which 1,390 re-

sults have been received as

COVID-19 negative, while re-

sults of 651 are awaited.

Moreover, 822 samples

were taken through RT PCR

App out of which 237 results

have been received as negative

while the rest are awaited.

Order on vehicular
movement in Dhubri

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, May 17: Vide an

order passed by the DC of

Dhubri Anant Lal Gyani on

Saturday, the district adminis-

tration has permitted vehicu-

lar movement in the district

with certain restrictions.

Private four-wheeler with

two passengers and driver, be-

sides two-wheeler with pillion

rider (women and children be-

low 12 years of age) may ply on

the road from 6 am to 5 pm.

Restrictions will not be ap-

plicable for persons engaged in

essential services, like duty in

Health and Family Welfare De-

partment, district administra-

tion (State Disaster Manage-

ment Authority/COVID-19

duty), members of Civil De-

fence, Fire and Emergency

Services, NIC, Home Guards,

Electricity Department, police

and para-military forces. Inter-

district movement is allowed

only for permitted activities.

ANN SERVICE

RAHA, May 17: A group of

223 stranded persons, includ-

ing children and differently-

abled persons returned to Na-

gaon in an Assam-bound spe-

cial train from Coimbatore in

Tamil Nadu today morning.

The group alighted at the

Chaparmukh railway  junction

at around 5.30 am from the

Coimbatore-Dibrugarh  spe-

cial train. A sense of relief was

writ large on their weary fac-

es when they reached their

home district after 55-days of

lockdown. This was the first

batch of stranded persons to

return to Nagaon in a train.

Out of the total 223 persons

who got down from the train

at Chaparmukh, 173 were

from Nagaon, 25 from Hojai,

15 from Karbi Anglong, 8 from

Morigaon and 2 from West

Karbi Anglong districts re-

spectively.

Apart from  a few students

and patients, most of the re-

turnees were labourers en-

gaged at different construction

sites, besides factories in var-

ious corners of Coimbatore.

After the mandatory ther-

mal screening, all the return-

ees were taken to their re-

spective districts in buses

which were parked near the

railway  junction.

A large number of officials,

including the Nagaon Superin-

tendent of Police Abhijit Gau-

rav Dilip , ASP Gunendra Deka

, Nagaon ADC Lachit Kumar

Das along with railway staff

were present at the station to

welcome the returnees.

223 reach Nagaon from
Coimbatore in spl train

71 quarantined in
Nalbari district

NALBARI, May 17: Altogether, 71 people, mostly labourers

and patients returning from various states, have been quaran-

tined at the Jawahar Navoday Vidyalaya (JNV) at Banekuchi vil-

lage, besides two different hotels in Nalbari district.Official sources

informed that 23 persons who visited other states for treatment

were quarantined at two hotels, while the rest have been sent to

the  JNV quarantine facility. The health department conducted a

check-up before sending them to the quarantine facility. In the

meantime, the district administration is providing food to the

inmates. Further, the Nalbari district administration has also kept

the Nalbari MNC Balika Mahavidyalaya, Kumar Vaskar Barma

Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University, SIRD hostel,various

schools and Madrassas with a total facility of 5,200 beds,

ready.They have also identified 176 institutions to be converted

into quarantine facilities, if the need arises, as more people from

outside the state are returning every day.– Correspondent
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Originating from Japan,

‘su do ku’ is a mind game

and a puzzle that can be

solved with proper

reasoning and logic. Fill

the grid with digits in such

a manner that every row,

every column and every

3 x 3 box accommodates

the digits 1 to 9 without

repeating any.

Solution of last problem

SU DO KU

BERLIN, May 17: Norwe-
gian sensation Erling Braut
Haaland stole the limelight on
Saturday as the German
Bundesliga became the first
major European football
league to return since the
coronavirus lockdown, with
teams playing in empty, ech-
oing stadiums.

The 19-year-old striker
claimed the first goal in Ger-
many’s top flight for over two
months to set Borussia Dort-
mund on the way to a 4-0 win
over their local rivals Schalke.

Portuguese international
Raphael Guerreiro then add-
ed two goals either side of a
Thorgan Hazard strike as
second-placed Dortmund
moved to within a point of
leaders Bayern Munich, who
are chasing an eighth straight
title and play Union Berlin
away on Sunday.

Haaland steered a low
Thorgan Hazard cross into
the far corner on 29 minutes
to claim his 10th goal in just
nine Bundesliga matches.

It was his 41st goal this
season in all competitions and
his 13th for Dortmund in just
12 games since joining in Jan-

Haaland shines in Dortmund romp as Bundesliga football returns
uary from Red Bull Salzburg.

He celebrated by dancing
alone – making no contact
with team-mates, who
clapped him on – to comply
with the strict hygiene guide-
lines which allowed the
league to return.

In front of empty terraces
and no more than 300 people
allowed into Signal Iduna
Park, which is normally
packed with almost 82,000
fans, Guerreiro added Dort-
mund’s second goal just be-
fore half-time following an
error by Schalke goalkeeper
Markus Schubert.

Haaland played a role in
the build-up to the third goal
before Julian Brandt set up
Hazard to fire home on 48
minutes.

Schalke looked short of
match fitness, while Dort-
mund were sharper and Guer-
reiro grabbed his second in
style after a one-two with
Haaland in the 63rd minute.

Elsewhere, third-placed
RB Leipzig were held to a 1-
1 draw at home to Freiburg,
leaving them four points off
top spot.

Defender Manuel Gulde

gave visitors Freiburg a shock
lead and celebrated by elbow-
bumping team-mates, before
Leipzig striker Yussuf
Poulsen grabbed a late equal-

iser. Freiburg were then de-
nied a stoppage-time winner
when a VAR check spotted a
marginal offside.

Later, Borussia

Monchengladbach moved up
past Leipzig with a 3-1 win at
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Bruno Labbadia, who re-
placed Jurgen Klinsmann

during the lockdown, made a
winning start as Hertha Ber-
lin coach with a 3-0 success
at Hoffenheim.

The goals came in quick suc-

cession with a Kevin Akpogu-
ma own-goal being followed by
Hertha captain Vedad Ibisevic
grabbing a second before the
Brazilian Matheus Cunha
danced past defenders on the
way to making it 3-0.

In order to get the politi-
cal green light to resume this
weekend, the German Foot-
ball League (DFL) has test-
ed players and coaches regu-
larly for the virus and teams
have been in quarantine for
the past week.

Players and staff must follow
stringent hygiene guidelines.

Teams arrived at stadiums
in several buses in order to
meet social distancing re-
quirements inside vehicles.

Although Germany has
suffered far fewer deaths
from coronavirus than other
large European countries, it
is still too dangerous for
crowds to return.

The DFL has made no se-
cret of the fact that several
clubs are already in a dire fi-
nancial situation as a result of
the lockdown.

If they are able to com-
plete the nine remaining
rounds of matches by June

30, clubs could receive
around 300 million euros
(USD 324 million) in money
from television contracts.

Clubs in England, Spain
and Italy, where leagues are
weeks away from returning,
will be watching to see how
the weekend goes.

The Bundesliga has been
expecting millions of extra
fans to watch coverage
worldwide.

In Germany, there were
concerns that fans would try
to approach stadiums to sup-
port their teams from afar.
Police in Dortmund appealed
to fans to stay at home and
broadcaster Sky reported it
was quiet outside the ground.

Some players and coach-
es have already fallen foul of
the rules.

Augsburg’s new coach
Heiko Herrlich had ruled
himself out of his side’s 2-1
home defeat against Wolfs-
burg after leaving the team
hotel to buy toothpaste.

While Herrlich was criti-
cised, there was sympathy for
Union coach Urs Fischer after
he broke quarantine following
a family bereavement. – AFP

Erling Haaland of Borussia Dortmund (2nd R) celebrates with his team-mates following the Bundesliga match against Schalke at
the Signal Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany.

SEOUL, May 17: The world’s first big-purse
post-coronavirus golf tournament wrapped up
in South Korea Sunday, marked by a ban on spec-
tators and stringent safety measures that saw
competitors having to sit apart while eating.

The Korean LPGA Championship – featur-
ing three of the world’s top ten women players
– grabbed global attention, with broadcasting
rights sold to countries including the US, Can-
ada and Australia.

Normally overlooked outside South Korea,
the tournament is the first high-level women’s
golf event to be played since the US-based
LPGA suspended its season in February.

Park Hyun-kyung prevailed at Lakewood
Country Club in Yangju, scoring her first victo-
ry since turning pro in 2018 to claim $180,000
of the $2.5 million purse.

She shot a final-round five-under-par 67 to
finish 17 under for the tournament – a shot
ahead of Bae Seon-woo (68) and third-round
leader Lim Hee-Jeong (71).

“The moment I had always dreamt of finally
has come true,” a tearful Park told cable chan-

Park grabs first pro win at ‘virus-proofed’ Korean golf event
nel SBS Golf.

World number three and double-major win-
ner Park Sung-hyun missed the cut, sixth-ranked
Kim Sei-young finished two under for the tour-
nament for joint 46th, while world number ten
Lee Jeong-eun finished 15th at nine under.

To avoid the risk of coronavirus infection, play-
ers were advised to keep two metres (six feet)
apart on the course and minimise physical con-
tact, while touching the pin without gloves was
prohibited.

Players also had to wear masks before and after
their rounds, but could choose whether or not to
do so during play – with most deciding against.

The 20-year-old champion was congratulat-
ed by her mask-wearing peers with elbow-
bumps, and held up the trophy at the prize-
giving ceremony while also wearing a mask.

South Korea endured one of the worst early
outbreaks of the disease outside mainland Chi-
na but brought it under control with a wide-
spread “trace, test and treat” programme.

Professional football and baseball both resumed
this month – albeit behind closed doors. – AFP

Park Hyun-kyung (left) of South Korea celebrates after winning the KLPGA Championship at
the Lakewood Country Club in Yangju, on Sunday. – AP/PTI

KARACHI, May 17: The Pakistan
Cricket Board has agreed to a Test and
T20 tour of the coronavirus-ravaged Eng-
land in July but will not force players to
agree for the assignment should they have
reservations owing to the pandemic.

PCB chief executive Wasim Khan told a
news channel that Pakistan has agreed “in
principle” to the tour comprising three
Tests and three T20 Internationals.

“We had a very detailed and compre-
hensive discussion with the ECB on Fri-
day regarding the tour and PCB has now
agreed in principle to send our cricket
team to England in July,” Wasim said.

During the discussions with the Eng-
lish board held via video link on Friday,
it was agreed that Pakistan would play
the matches behind closed doors at
grounds which have hotels inside the
ground. But players won’t be made to
go against their wishes.

“If a player doesn’t want to go, we
will accept their decision and take no

Pakistan agrees to tour England in July
but players won’t be forced to go

disciplinary action,” Khan said, adding,
however, that based on his information,
every player wants to join the tour.

Khan said 25 players will travel to
England on four chartered flights in the
first week of July and the players will be
put in quarantine.

“Manchester and Southampton will
be the likely venues for the Test series
and the ECB will announce a third ven-
ue soon,” Khan said.

“Bio-secure arrangements will be
made by the host country and medical
staff will remain with our team through-
out the tour. We will test all our players
and regular temperature checks will be
ensured. It’s very important that crick-
et is revived during these challenging
times,” he added.

Khan said he will brief Test captain
Azhar Ali and ODI and T20 captain Ba-
bar Azam on the tour next week, adding
that all players will be briefed fully on
England’s preparations for the tour.

He also said clearance would be sought
from the government before going on tour.

The England and Wales Cricket Board
is struggling to overcome a financial cri-
sis with the cricket season on hold due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The ECB this week announced that
its players would be returning to train-
ing under strict guidelines as the first
step towards resuming cricket activi-
ties in England. – PTI

Wasim Khan

LONDON, May 17: South
Africa pacer Dale Steyn has
claimed that umpire Ian
Gould had denied him Sachin
Tendulkar’s wicket when the
batting great was on his way
to a landmark ODI double ton
in 2010 fearing backlash from
the Indian crowd.

Steyn said that when the

Steyn claims umpire Gould
denied him Tendulkar’s wicket

batsman was about 10 runs
short of the magical figure,
he had trapped Tendulkar in
front of the wicket, but was
denied by on-field umpire
Gould.

“Tendulkar scored the first
double hundred in ODI crick-
et, and it was against us in Gwal-
ior. And I actually remember –

I think I got him out lbw when
he was about 190-odd. Ian
Gould was the umpire, and he
gave him not out,” Steyn said
during a Sky Sports Cricket
Podcast with England pacer
James Anderson.

“And I was like, ‘Why, why
did you give him not out?
That’s so dead.’ And he was
like, ‘Mate, look around – if I
gave him out, I won’t make
it back to the hotel’.”

Tendulkar eventually went
on to score the first double
hundred in One-day Interna-
tionals with his unbeaten 200,
powering India to a mammoth
403 for three in the second
ODI of the bilateral series.

India won the match by
153 runs after dismissing
South Africa for 248 in 42.5
overs. – PTI

Dale Steyn

NEW DELHI, May 17: Asian Games medal winners Ank-
ita Raina and Divij Sharan are set to be nominated for the
Arjuna award by the national tennis federation, which plans
to send former Davis Cup coach Nandan Bal’s name for the
Dhyan Chand honour.

The 27-year-old Ankita had won a women’s singles bronze
medal at the 2018 edition of the Asian Games and also dished
out a strong performance in the Fed Cup, where she played
a key role in India’s qualification to the World Group play-offs
for the first time.

Delhi-lad Sharan had won gold medal in the men’s doubles
event in Jakarta along with compatriot Rohan Bopanna. He
also became India’s top doubles player in October 2019 be-
fore Bopanna took back the position.

The 34-year-old also won two ATP titles in the 2019 sea-
son – Tata Open Maharashtra in Pune with Bopanna and at
St. Petersburg with Igor Zelenay.

“They are eligible and most deserving this year for the
Arjuna honour. We will recommend their nomination,” All
India Tennis Association (AITA) Secretary General Hiron-
moy Chatterjee told PTI.

Ankita grabbed the spotlight with her gritty performance dur-
ing the 2018 Fed Cup where she remained unbeaten in singles.

Since then she has become India’s best singles player on
the WTA and ITF circuit, winning six USD 25k level titles
and also achieved a career-best singles rank of 160 in March
this year. – PTI

AITA to nominate
Ankita, Divij for Arjuna

WELLINGTON, May 17:
With cricket’s finances taking a
hit due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, New Zealand all-round-
er Jimmy Neesham says they
will have to “adapt” to playing
before empty stadiums to save
the sport from financial ruin.

Cricket boards of England
and Australia, which drive the
sport’s economy along with
India, are fearing they could
face a severe financial crisis due
to postponement of events
leading to slashing of revenues.

Elite-level cricketing ac-
tion looks unlikely to resume
any time soon and the T20
World Cup, scheduled for
October and November, is
under a cloud of uncertainty.

“If the situation is that the
only way to play cricket is
behind closed doors then I

‘Adapt, play in empty stadiums
and keep cricket in good state’

think it is something that we
have to adapt to as players,”
Neesham told ESPNcricinfo.

Both Cricket Australia and
England and Wales Cricket
Board have felt the strain after

the pandemic brought all crick-
et activities to a grinding halt.

In April, CA had an-
nounced retrenchment of 80
per cent of its staff, even as
players from both countries
braced up for pay cuts.

Considering the extraordi-
nary situation, the 29-year-old
Neesham said, “The reality is
that it is a huge financial chal-
lenge for a lot of cricket boards
to still run without any reve-
nue coming in from games.

“So obviously we want to
try and keep the sport in as
good a state as it can be in. If
that means playing games
behind closed doors, the guys
just need to suck it up and
get it done.”

The New Zealander, how-
ever, added nothing can beat
playing in front of fans.

“Certainly all things consid-
ered you would rather have
fans in the ground. It adds a
lot to the game and to the
spectacle. But you want to
adapt to the situation that is
given to you,” he said. – PTI

Neesham

MUMBAI, May 17: Mike
Hesson, Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s director of crick-
et operations, is still hopeful
of the IPL taking place this
year despite the COVID-19
pandemic, and said his fran-
chise will be ready when it
happens.

The IPL, which was origi-
nally scheduled to be held
from March 29 to May 24,
was indefinitely postponed
by the BCCI due to the out-
break of the novel coronavi-
rus in India and subsequent
lockdown announced by the
government.

“We’re still really hopeful
that things will evolve and
there will be an IPL this year
and if it happens, then I can
assure you that RCB will be
ready,” an optimistic Hesson

said on Star Sports show
‘Cricket Connected’.

Hesson, who has formerly
coached New Zealand, said
that things were rightly put
on hold in view of the unprec-
edented health crisis.

“We were obviously a
week away from coming into
camp, like everybody else,
feeling well advanced in
terms of our planning.

“Quite rightfully, everything
has been put on hold and eve-
rybody is going about their
work. There are obviously
other priorities at the moment
that people are focusing on,”
added the 45-year-old.

The pandemic has led to
either cancellation or post-
ponement of all sporting
events, including the Tokyo
Olympics. – PTI

I’m hopeful of IPL
happening: Hesson

BCCI prize money delay
NEW DELHI, May 17: The Rs 50,000 cap on cash deposits

in Jan Dhan accounts delayed the BCCI’s attempts to pay
prize money to a few junior cricketers before the Board fig-
ured the problem and sorted it.

Payments to a handful of junior cricketers, about six of them,
were delayed after transactions did not go ahead because of the
upper limit of Rs 50,000 on cash deposits in Jan Dhan accounts.

“All the age-group cricketers, who got awards at the BCCI
Annual function were supposed to get Rs 1.5 lakh. Now for senior
cricketers, the transfer of prize money happened immediately
after January 11. But yes, as many as five times, the Rs 1.5 lakh
transaction was declined for some of these (junior) players,” a
BCCI apex council member told PTI on conditions of anonymity.

Jan Dhan accounts are zero balance accounts which were
introduced for the economically weaker sections to make bank-
ing more accessible to them.

“Once the wire transfers were being repeatedly declined,
we checked with our bankers. It was learnt that a lot of junior
cricketers possessed Jan Dhan accounts, where upper limit of
deposit is Rs 50,000. That’s the reason the payments got
declined,” he added.

It was learnt that BCCI then got in touch with their bank –
Bank of Maharashtra – to contact all the banks where these
players had their accounts and get the payment matter sort-
ed. The issue can be resolved by converting the Jan Dhan
accounts into savings accounts, for which there is no cap on
cash deposits. – PTI
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